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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 26th  February 2010
Dear Parents,



Have we only been back a week? With the range of things which have happened since Monday it feels much longer than that. Thursday saw the annual Year 9 Options Evening, designed to give pupils and parents as much advice as possible as choices are made about GCSE courses next year. One of the things which has made this more ‘interesting’ is of course the fact that the nature of GCSE is completing its change, with the final demise of coursework and its replacement with Teacher- assessed assignments which are done in School. For those of us who have been around a bit in the educational world this feels very much like the original version of coursework when GCSE was first introduced back in the 1980s. Not quite full circle but almost. 
The play’s the thing.
T

his week saw two performances of the Year 11 GCSE Drama Group’s assessed performance piece, which was a an extract from Timberlake Wertenbaker’s Ashgirl. This is a surreal re-telling of the Cinderella story and featured some very powerful, but also comic, performances from Ella Thomas and Olivia Gander as the ‘Ugly Sisters’ and a very melancholic narrative performance from Jasmin Festitan-Carroll as the Cinderella figure. Mention needs to be made of Anouska Banks who, although not on the course, made a special guest appearance as a very urbane  Stepmother.
Concert News

Mr. Keeley (Senior Teacher and Director of Music) has asked that the following be included in The Newsletter for this week:

 Arrangements for the Spring Concert – 18th March 2010

Junior and Senior Choirs

· Please note the times of the remaining rehearsals, in particular the Saturday rehearsal on March 13th.  It is vital that these rehearsals are fully attended.  A note is required if your daughter is unable to attend any of the rehearsals listed below.

· Your daughter will need to buy a long (ankle length) plain black skirt for the concert.

· A Choir polo shirt will be given to the girls who do not already have one and charged to fee accounts at £10 each.

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Wednesday 3rd March
	3.30 – 4.15 (junior choir)

3.30 – 4.45 (senior choir)


	School

	Wednesday 10th March
	3.30 – 4.15 (junior choir)

3.30 – 4.45 (senior choir)


	School

	**Saturday 13th March**
	2.00 – 3.30 (junior choir)

2.00 – 4.00 (senior choir)

2.00 – 4.45 (senior chamber choir)


	Drop off and pick up from:

St Mary’s Church, Cadogan Street

	Tuesday 16th March

Dress rehearsal (long ankle length black skirts and choir polo shirts needed for this rehearsal)


	AM (during school hours)
	Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street

	Wednesday 17th March
	3.30 – 4.15 (junior choir)

3.30 – 4.45 (senior choir)


	School

	Thursday 18th March

Rehearsals
	2.00 – 3.30 (junior choir)

2.00 – 4.00 (senior choir)

2.00 – 4.30 (senior chamber choir)
	Pick up from:

Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street

	Thursday 18th March

PERFORMANCE
	7.00 for 7.30

(finishing c9.30)
	Drop off and pick up from:

Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street


Junior Choir = all girls in years 7 and 8

Senior Choir = girls in year 9 and above

D

on’t forget to purchase your tickets as soon as possible for this performance. Holy Trinity may have far better acoustics for this type of music than the Cadogan Hall, hence why we are performing there this year, but it has a smaller capacity and therefore fewer tickets are available. 
Hanging on the line
A

pologies to those of you who have experienced some difficulties in contacting the School Office this week. The Office has been short-staffed due to the ‘perfect storm’ of Ms Donohoe being on annual leave and Ms McCarthy being unexpectedly ill. Normal service will resume next week, antibiotics permitting.
Going around the Houses
O

ne week back into the term and in the race for House of the Term Canterbury has managed to seize the lead from Iona, whilst Santiago has started to close the gap on the two front runners. They are 50 points behind at the moment, but in this House’s history it has been able to close that kind of gap in the time which remains within the term.
Honours Cards go to the following girls:

	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham


	Honours Cards
	Rosie Ritchie

Gina Hargitay

Krystal Constantinou

Mona Abo'Shosha


	Maude Staff

Aneta Jaskulska

Eleanor Smith

Freya Purcell


	Najd Al-Balushi

Caitlin Page

Amadea McKenzie

Nadine Asfour

Olivia KP

Kitty Trice


	Charlotte Darocha-Coelho 

Salome Savary

Katherine Li




Particular congratulations go to the following girls on achieving their  Certificate of Achievement (25 credits)

Najd Al-Balushi

Rosie Ritchie

Gina Hargitay

Freya Purcell

Krystal Constantinou

Especial congratulations to the following girls on achieving their Silver Certificate of Achievement (50 Credits)

Salome Savary

	GRAND TOTAL
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	904

	 
	 

	IONA
	894

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	852

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	829


House of the Week is Canterbury
The week ahead
	Monday 1st March
	Year 7 poetry trip

3.30pm Senior Chamber Choir rehearsals

	Tuesday 2nd March
	4.30 ~ 6.30pm: Year 10 Parents Evening

	Wednesday 3rd March
	Year 11 GCSE Science Modules

3.30 ~ 4.45pm Junior and Senior Choir rehearsals

	Thursday  4th  March
	Year 11 GCSE Science Modules

	Friday 5th March
	Year 10 GCSE Science Modules and Year 11 GCSE resit Science Modules

	Monday 8th March
	3.30pm Senior Chamber Choir

	Tuesday 9th March
	Inter-House Junior Drama Competition

	Wednesday 10th March
	3.30 ~ 4.45pm Junior and Senior Choir rehearsals

	Thursday 11th March
	10.30 ~ 3.30pm: VIth Form History of Art trip to the Wallace Collection

4.30 ~ 6.30pm: Year 8 Parents’ evening

	Friday 12th March
	

	Saturday 13th March
	Choir rehearsals


With best wishes for a peaceful weekend
Robert Carlysle
























