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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 20th June 2008
Dear Parents,

As we start to approach the end of term, so we start to enter the ‘farewell season’. The Year 11s have now completed their GCSEs and have passed into the summer holiday ~ the last one without academic work and background reading to do until they have finished their degree (so make the most of it, girls!). This rite of passage was marked by strawberries and cream in the Courtyard after their last examination. The UVIth finish their A2s today, and with that they are transformed from pupils into Old Girls. This is understandably a much sadder affair as they will be going their separate ways for the first time in 7 years, so I expect there will be some tears shed tonight at the special reception held for them by the Parents’ Association.

The ‘farewell season’ is particularly poignant this year as we are saying a long goodbye to Mr Fletcher on his retirement. This was kicked off this week at the after school rehearsal of The More House Singers, of whom Mr Fletcher is a member. Unbeknown to him, Mr Keeley (Director of Music) and the various members of Staff who are part of this choir, had conceived and executed a grand conspiracy to provide him with a surprise farewell concert and buffet. Old Girls were contacted and rehearsed in secret, past members of the More House Singers were brought in and food was smuggled into the School. When all was revealed to a totally surprised Mr Fletcher it was clear how touched he was by this and just how much he meant to everyone there.
Treading the light fantastic
T

he Annual Dance Evening is usually a great evening and this year’s was no exception. This is an event which provides a showcase for the talents of those girls who form Dance Club, and follows hard on the heels of the Dance Grading Exams. What was great to see was the number of Year 7s who were performing for the first time at More House ~ their enthusiasm and potential was clear for all to see. The highlight of the evening, however, had to be those dances from Year 8 and Year 9, mostly, it has to be said, to the music of Gwen Stefani. They combined a great sense of rhythm with real athleticism and a delight in their performances.

New to the job
W

ith the departure of the UVIth it is time for the new School Officers, drawn from the LVIth, to take up their posts. For the forthcoming academic year the following will serve our community in this leadership role.
Head Girl




Fleur De Sousa

Deputy Head Girl



Jessica Johnson Crombie

Deputy Head Girl and 


Luisa Ruocco

House Captain of Canterbury House

Games Captain



Lauren Evans

House Captain of Iona House

Miriamtha Dahdal

House Captain of Santiago House

Zenab Ishani
House Captain of Walsingham House
Charlotte Mynott

Looking good
P

reparations for the forthcoming Art Moderation and Art Exhibition have really dominated the lives of the Art Department this week. Mrs Skinner (Head of Art) and her team have been helping the girls to put the finishing touches to their displays. The sheer volume of the work to be exhibited, which excludes the work of Years 7 ~ 9 which will be added for the Exhibition,  is such that it now spans three rooms, including The Studio, which presently contains a stunning collection of VIth Form Art and Textiles.
T

he Exhibition itself will also take in displays in the Dining Room and another two class rooms, and will showcase the best of the year’s work from all Year Groups within the School. The special Guest of Honour will be Paul Costello, the acclaimed fashion designer. Paul Costello has a long association with the School, being an ex-parent. If Art is your thing this is an event not to be missed.
T

he following week this will be followed up with the Junior School Art Competition. This has attracted over 350 entries from a wide range of Prep and Primary Schools. The competitors’ work will be judged by a member of staff from the Wallace Collection and will be displayed alongside our own girls’ work

  Just visiting (for the moment!)
T

hursday was Induction Day for next year’s intake into Year 7. This day gave our new girls an opportunity to start the process of familiarising themselves with their new school and their new classmates. It also allowed us to start to gather the benchmarking data that we will need to make sure that we really understand their learning needs when they arrive in September and also can measure their progress from this starting point. However it wasn’t all tests for them as they managed to squeeze in some Science and Games, as well as lunch. Thanks must go to all the members of Year 7 who looked after them so well, and also the School Officers who did their best to make the whole process as calm as possible.

LVIth preparations for next year

N

ow that their AS Level examinations are over, the LVIth have been following a special programme which has been designed to start to prepare them for life in the UVIth. They have had talks about UCAS applications and GAP years, started their research in terms of university courses and attended university Open Days, had meetings with their academic tutors and their subject staff, listened to talks on personal safety and alcohol awareness, as well as working on various aspects of their studies, such as mounting their art work, and taking part in a self-defence course.
Concert Programme

T

his year’s Concert Season is brought to an end with the Summer Concert which will be held in St Mary’s Church, Bourne Street (a map and directions are enclosed at the end of this issue of The Newsletter) starting at 7.30pm. The concert will involve all members of:

· Junior Choir

· Senior and Junior Chamber Choirs

· Showstoppers

· School bands

as well as the Music Scholars and the Music Competition winners and thus promises a real feast of music to round the year off. There will also be performances from a number of our peripatetic music staff so don’t miss out on a great way to end the year. Admission will be by ticket available at the door on the night, priced £4 for Adults, £2 for Concessions (including Old Girls) and free admission for all members of the School and anyone under 16.
Note for performers (and their parents)

All girls should arrive at the church by 7.15pm at the latest.

Dress: All girls should be in Concert Performance Dress namely black choir polo shirts and long black skirts (as for the Easter concert).

There will be after-school rehearsals for members of the bands, senior chamber choir and showstoppers, members of whom will need to bring concert dress to school.  All other rehearsals will take place during normal school hours.  

This sporting life

L

ast Saturday saw the London Youth Games eliminator heats for U14 Hockey being held in Redbridge. 24 Inner and Outer London Boroughs sent teams and we were proud to represent Kensington and Chelsea, as we had the year before. After a long and, at times, bone shaking minibus ride from Pont Street the team turned out for 7 games in total. The girls knew that they were in for a tough time, being the only Inner London Borough in our Group, as it is recognised that Outer London Boroughs tend to be better at field sports, having easier access to clubs and facilities. Our group had also been dubbed ‘The Group of Death’ in best footballing pundit speak, as it contained two of the best sides in London, either of whom could be eventual winners of the competition.

T

hat said, our girls acquitted themselves well, with the final score card being won 1, drew 2, loss 4, which meant that we finished 4th in our Group, and thus just outside the qualification area. None of the lost games had been a wipe out, even when facing the hardest teams in the Group. This was a very creditable performance, and the best that a Kensington and Chelsea side has managed since the Youth Games were started. As for next year? We’ll be back!

Going around the Houses

A

s we enter the last phase of this year’s Inter-House competition the pace is hotting up again, just as it did this time last year, and once again Santiago is suddenly closing on the front runner, having been firmly in second place for most of the term. Only 56 points, and Walsingham, stand between them and victory in the Inter-House Shield at the moment. So the question for the next two weeks has to be ~ can Walsingham hold them off? It may all come down to the Inter-House Music Competition at the end of the term.
	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham



	Honours Cards
	Natalia Punton *2

Rosie Ritchie *2

Lana Dzadzaera

Jordaine Henningham *2

Krystal Constantinou

Alexandra Constantinou


	Ider Naran


	Amadea McKenzie

Jennifer Toppan

Siobhan Slattery

Olivia KP


	Priscilla Llanos

Daisy Harvey

Maria Carbajosa

Celia Carbajosa




.

Congratulations go to the following girls:
Certificate of Achievement 

Anna Zaphirious-Zarifi (Iona)

Olivia Le Marchant (Walsingham)

 Silver Certificate of Achievement 

Magdalena Pietrzyk (Iona)

Ashley Tsioutsioulis (Canterbury)

Particular congratulations to Dredheza Maloku (Walsingham) on her

Gold Certificate of Achievement
	GRAND TOTALS
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	950

	 
	 

	IONA
	1009

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	1073

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	1129


House of the Week was Santiago

Reminders for the forthcoming  two weeks.
	Saturday 21st June
	Alumnae Day

	Monday 23rd June
	GCSE Art Moderation

Summer Concert

	Tuesday 24th June
	St Thomas More’s Day celebrations

	Wednesday 25th June
	Personal Safety talks from London Transport Year 9 & Year 10

1.25 ~ 1.50pm First Aid Training in The Studio

4 ~ 7pm The Summer Art Exhibition

	Thursday 26th June
	Year 7 & LVIth Geography Field trip to St Albans

	Friday 27th June
	Cancer talk for the LVIth

2 ~ 3.20pm House Music 

	Monday 30th June
	LVIth Work Experience starts

The More House Junior Art Exhibition

	Wednesday 2nd July
	2 ~ 3.20pm House Music

7.30pm ~ Parents’ Reception for Mr Fletcher

	Thursday 3rd July
	Year 10 Geography Field Trip

2 ~ 4pm House Music

	Friday 4th July
	Junior Choir outing to Thorpe Park


With best wishes 
Robert Carlysle
S Mary's Church (Church of England),

Bourne Street, SW1

By Underground or on foot:

As you come out of Sloane Square Station turn left, leaving the square by Holbein Place.  Take the first left, Whittaker Street, and then the first right into Bourne Street.  The entrance to the church is a little way along the street on your left.

By road:

Bourne Street is one way South(North.  It is easiest to approach by turning off Lower Sloane Street into Pimlico Road.  Fork left into the beginning of Ebury Street and Bourne Street is immediately on your left.  The entrance to the church is on your right, after the junction with Graham Terrace.
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