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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 27th June 2008
Dear Parents,

What a wonderful week it has been. As you can see from the material below this has been a week where much of what is best about our School has come together. In many ways, now that the examinations and associated  de-briefing is out of the way, it feels a little like those last summer school days one remembers from one’s own youth where there was time to pause and do things just because they were enjoyable, informative and interesting, and not just because they ticked a particular box on an inspection schedule or syllabus content list somewhere.

Also this week has seen the return of Ms Francis, who will be joining the RS Department permanently in September when, sadly, Mr Thompson leaves to further his political career. At present she is helping to cover Mr McBain’s teaching, as Mr McBain himself is presently stuck in Australia thanks to problems with flights out there. Also seen at a school event this week was baby Jessica McCluskey when she made a special guest appearance during Thomas More’s Day ~ and very well behaved in church she was too!

Musically speaking
T

his year’s Summer Concert, held in St Mary’s Bourne Street, was simply wonderful. As many readers of The Newsletter will know, this particular concert is always the most informal of the year’s concert season, and is also often the farewell performance for the UVIth girls who are leaving the School for good (until they come back as Old Girls that is!). What made this year’s Concert such an exceptional experience was that although the selection of music was more relaxed than with other concerts ~ The More House Singers for example gave us ‘Summer Holiday’, and the Junior Chamber Choir ‘Something inside’s so strong’ ~ there was no relaxation of quality. From the compositions of singer/songwriter Phoebe Larner, through the performance of cellist Claudia Chapman, the Junior Band, appearances by the now not so new Year 7s  to the farewell performance of Katherine Fraga and the Senior band the evening was just one excellent piece after another.
T

his year’s concert was also a first in the form of a short piece from the ‘Showstoppers’ group and another in the first appearance of the new Brass Ensemble. In addition we, the audience, were privileged to watch performances by some of our peripatetic musicians which really gave a sense of what talent our girls have access to in their lessons.
T

his evening also had added poignance by virtue of the fact that it was the last musical appearance of Mr Fletcher as a member of Staff, although it is greatly to be hoped that he will retain his membership of the More House Singers when he eventually returns from his tour of far flung parts of the world. There were some very special good-byes to him (one in particular sticks in the mind!) and clearly a very real and expansive affection for him. The concert ended on a wonderful note from Katherine Fraga who had written, and then performed, a special song of thanks for the Staff who had made her time at More House such a special one ~ I think that it is fair to say that this gave more than one member of Staff a ‘Gwyneth Paltrow moment’.

M

ore than anything else this whole concert was, as one parent was heard to remark afterwards, the quintessential More House  moment ~ unpretentious, professional, impressive and, above all else, joyous. It was a musical school making music with one another, for one another, for the simple pleasure of being able to do so.
Taken by surprise
M

r Fletcher was also the centre of a deep-rooted conspiracy, masterminded by Mr Keeley (Director of Music), last week when he finished his More House Singers rehearsal only to walk into a Hall filled with musicians past and present who had secretly gathered together to give him a special farewell concert. It says something for their powers of deception that the Staff were able to keep this completely secret from the person who is at the heart of the day to day running of the School!
Returning to the scene of the crime

S

aturday was the Annual Old Girls’ Day in School, and also marked the first step in a planned programme, centred on our new website, designed to make it easier for Old Girls to stay in touch with one another and also the School. Despite the fact that very many Old Girls had been into School earlier in the week for Mr Fletcher’s ‘secret do’, there was a good turn out from a range of eras, including one of our Old Girls who is also a member of our Parent Body ~ now there’s a recommendation! We were also delighted to learn of one of our more recent Old Girls who has just obtained her Fellowship at Cambridge, but perhaps not as pleased as one of our present pupils who is considering applying there and therefore will find it very useful to have insider knowledge.
Thomas More’s Day
T

uesday was the School’s celebration of St Thomas More’s Day, although it was not the actual Saint’s Day itself because that had fallen inconveniently in relation to examinations. The example of Thomas More has always been a power influence in the history and everyday life of the School ~ from our very name, through to the names of our scholarships to the central tenets of our ethos ~ and the Saint’s Day celebrations are always very special to the life of the School. 

W

e began, as always, with a service of celebration and commemoration taken by Cannon Stuart Wilson at St Mary’s, Cadogan Street, as this is our parish church,. His theme this year was how the lives of the saints guide and enrich our lives through the example which they set. This was followed by a short coach ride to Battersea Park ~ we had decided to give Hyde Park a miss this year as we needed rounders pitches near tennis courts, as the day was to see both the Inter House Rounders Competition and also the Inter House Tennis Competition (held separately last year).

B

oth the Rounders and Tennis Competitions ran through the morning with only a pause for a picnic lunch, which was served by the Staff. Particularly popular this year were the strawberries ~ with or without cream. It was also delightful to see some Old Girls back for the matches (and lunch ~ how More House is that?[Ed.}). After lunch the competitions resumed with the final matches being hard fought. 

I

n the end Walsingham won the tennis, taking the trophy from Iona and then all eyes were on the special ‘Select 10’ matches in which the Houses chose their best players from amongst pupils, Staff and Old Girls. Mrs Leach and Mr Carlysle were drafted in as umpires whilst Mr Fletcher was designated scorer and timekeeper. The final match, which, in best More House House Competition tradition, decided the whole tournament, was between Canterbury and Santiago, and undoubtedly contained one of the catches of the tournament, which saw Mr Benson of Canterbury catch out Ms Hill, Head of Santiago House ~ but since Ms Hill had already scored 3 rounders this was probably fair enough ~ but it did send a roar up from the crowd. In the end, although Santiago lost their ‘Select 10’ match with Canterbury (much to Canterbury’s delight as it is rare for Santiago to be bested in sport), they did win the competition overall and therefore retained the Evans Trophy for another year.

Making an exhibition of ourselves
S

chool was transformed into an art gallery on Wednesday evening for the Annual Art Exhibition. Fortunately the core of the Exhibition was already up in The Studio, The Art Studio, and the ‘big Maths Room’ as the GCSE, AS and A2 work in Art and Textiles had to be displayed for the Examination Boards’ moderators earlier in the week and very impressed they were too, not only with the standard of the work (which one of them said ‘just blew me away’) but also the context for display which The Studio gave the A level Textiles and Art. Certainly having this material displayed in a space with lights and mirrors helped tremendously. However, despite this head start, the sheer logistics of displaying the masses of material from Years 7 ~ 9, plus the background materials and journals from the examination classes, was a real challenge and required the School to hire in a job lot of display boards. In the end the Exhibition snaked its way through the School from the Front Hall, where there was a tremendous display of Year 10 fantasy hats, to the Dining Room, The Studio, The Art Studio, and the Maths Room, with displays on landings and walls as well.

T

he Guest of Honour was due to be Paul Costello but, unfortunately, he had to be in Portugal on the day. Fortunately, through her connections in the fashion and art worlds, Mrs Skinner (Head of Art) was able to secure another famous fashion designer and entrepreneur, Belinda Dickson, at the last minute. She presented the 16 industry-sponsored prizes to girls drawn from all Years within the School in front of a capacity crowd of our own parents and friends, as well as visitors from the ‘outside’. Refreshments were provided by the stalwarts of the Parents’ Association, and very gratefully received they were!  

Write on!

E

arlier in the term a number of our Year 7s entered a ‘Mini Saga’ creative writing competition.  Their challenge was to re-tell a well known story in fifty words or less (regular listeners to Radio 4 will be familiar with this format already {Ed.}). All of our girls did well but Amadea McKenzie, Pricilla Llamos, Rosemary Ritchie, Natalia Punton and Dredheza Matoku all went on to have their entries published in the Mini Saga publication, thus following in the footsteps of our other established literary winners such as Caitlin Robbins of Year 9. Well done to all those girls who took part, to Mr Heggarty of the English Department who inspired them to enter in the first place and special congratulations to those who have been published. Don’t forget to get your copy now!
Going around the Houses

S

o as predicted, the race for the House of the Year trophy is down to the wire. As can be seen from the figures below Santiago has narrowed Walsingham’s gap to 34 points, with a week and a half to go. There is one major House competition still in play ~ the Inter-House Music Competition ~ but our statisticians say that this, on its own, would not be enough to give Santiago the edge, even if they were to sweep the board. Thus what will decide it will be a combination of the House Competition and Credits and Debits in this final phase. There was no ‘collection’ this week because of Thomas More’s Day so who knows what has already happened? In the end who will blink first? Time will tell.
.
	COMPETITIONS
	Rounders
	Tennis

	
	
	

	CANTERBURY
	67
	9

	
	
	

	IONA
	77
	19

	
	
	

	SANTIAGO
	85
	13

	
	
	

	WALSINGHAM
	55
	21


‘Select 10’ matches

Iona 15 ½ 
Walsingham 7

Santiago 13
Canterbury 14
	GRAND TOTALS
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	1026

	 
	 

	IONA
	1105

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	1171

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	1205


Reminders for the forthcoming  two weeks.
	Monday 30th June
	LVIth Work Experience starts

The More House Junior Art Exhibition

AM: Year 8  Art trip to the Tate

	Wednesday 2nd July
	AM: Year 7 Art trip to the Tate

2 ~ 3.20pm House Music

7.30pm ~ Parents’ Reception for Mr Fletcher

	Thursday 3rd July
	All day: Year 10 Geography Field Trip

2 ~ 4pm House Music

	Friday 4th July
	Junior Choir outing to Thorpe Park

	Monday 7th July
	2 ~ 3.20pm House Music 

	Tuesday 8th July
	Showcase of the House Music competition

Midday ~ End of the academic year for the girls


With best wishes 
Robert Carlysle












