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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 6th February 2009
Dear Parents,


Well there is certainly no business like snow business! What an interesting week, and a somewhat truncated Newsletter due to a short week thanks to the adverse weather conditions. I am sorry that many of you may have experienced some inconvenience through the School closure on Monday and Tuesday, and my admiration to those 10 pupils who made it to School on Monday. They were plied with hot chocolate whilst arrangements were made to get them home. However I make no apology for closing the School on both days. On Monday, with no buses, tubes or trains running, and the majority of minor roads ungritted, it would have been a violation of my legal duty of care, apart from anything else, to have kept the school open. When the police tell you that you should only travel if it is absolutely essential then generally they mean it. With a severe weather warning out for Tuesday and the prospect of snow falling on existing deep snow, the sensible thing seemed to err on the side of caution and remain closed. Like most Heads in the country I would much rather be criticised for being cautious, with the intention of keeping my pupils and Staff safe, than criticised for being reckless with the safety of others. Where we do need to improve our organisation is in how we get messages out in the face of such unusual weather events. More of that below, and in future issues.

On the positive side my sense from conversations with many of our girls was that Monday was a magical experience for them, and for you. One of the things which was a delight of that day was the sight of the number of families who were enjoying this event together and, just for once, there was enough snow to go around everyone. The light had that special texture which comes from reflection and the air was wonderfully clear and clean. It was a respite from what has been a somewhat gloomy and grinding start to the year and I think that we have grounds to be grateful for that.    
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow..
O

ne of the things the ‘snow event’ did show us was that it is difficult to get the message out to everyone in the event of an emergency, if no one can actually reach the School in the first place. Fortunately we had Mr Grant (caretaker) on site to staff the telephone in the morning but it was clear that there were times when the telephone lines were overwhelmed. We are investigating various new systems in terms of notifying Parents of such emergency events and you will be receiving further information in the near future. In the meantime, if you have any uncertainty as to whether the School is open you should do any or all of the following:

· Check your e-mail because we will attempt to contact as many parents as we can in this manner.

· Check the website but you must go to the Calendar section where the notification will be posted as soon as possible.

· Contact the School Office by telephone

I

n the event of an early closure of School we will again use these methods to attempt to contact you and the School will stay open and staffed until the very last girl is away safely so if you cannot reach us by the time of the early closure do not worry ~ we will not throw your daughter out into the cold, cold snow!
Going around the Houses

T

he main Inter-House competition of this half of term, the House Countdown Competition, has been postponed until next week, due to the loss of one day’s play. This has the added bonus of allowing the teams another few days to sharpen their skill with anagrams and numbers. There was no House Reporting this week, as the Assembly pattern needed to be altered, so there will be double Reporting next week.
The week ahead (see also the termly calendar and the website for further details)
Please note that Ms Hill has a foot injury at present and therefore she is unable to take after school sports practices for at least the next week (and you can imagine how happy she is about that!).
	Monday 9th  Feb
	3.30pm: Senior Chamber Choir


	Tuesday 10th  Feb
	House Countdown Competition starts (Year 9 & VIth Form)
4.30pm: Informal Concert (rescheduled from last week)

6.30pm: More House Association AGM and Annual Dinner (by invitation only)

	Wednesday 11h Feb
	House Countdown Competition (Y10 &11)
3.30 ~ 4.45pm: Junior & Senior Choir rehearsals
7.30pm: VIth Form Classics trip to see The Frogs

	Thursday 12th Feb
	LVIth: Mid-terms

House Countdown Competition (Years 7&8)
6.30pm: The Composing Concert

	Friday 13th Feb
	LVIth: Mid-Terms

House Countdown Final (UVIth & Staff)
3.20pm: School closes for the Spring Half-Term Break


With best wishes,
Robert Carlysle
























