[image: image4.wmf][image: image1.jpg]E: _______vvw

E_:





MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter
Friday, 7TH November  2008
Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the second part of the Autumn term. I hope that you and your family enjoyed the break despite the variable and at times somewhat chilly weather. I know that the Malta Tour certainly had better weather than those of us who were in school over the half term break. No tans, swimming pools and hot weather for us!
This week has really been focused on the final run up for Prize giving which is, of course, next week. I hope that you have received your invitation by now ~ if not please contact the School Office for one. May I remind you that this event is not just for the families of the Prize winners themselves but is for everyone who wishes to come to celebrate this side of the life of the School. This also means that there will be no copy of The Newsletter next week as the School will be closed on Friday for Prize Giving holiday. I have extended the details of the week’s events to reflect this. Don’t forget that you can always consult the online calendar through the School’s website at www.morehouse.org.uk. 

The closing rehearsal cycle for the School Play is now underway as well. Tickets for this go on sale as of Monday ~ you will find a response slip below. Well underway as well is the university application cycle with members of the UVIth putting the finishing touches to their finely crafted Personal Statements.
Welcome back from Malta
I

t was clear that this year’s Malta choir tour was a great success. The music was great, particularly the final concert, and the weather was most kind ~ in sharp contrast to last year! The tour was not without its dramas ~ a small group of our girls had a close encounter with a stuck lift ~ and its surprises ~ not the least of which was the unexpected appearance of Mr Fletcher who turned up to support at the concerts. However we will have to wait for the end of term edition of More In-Depth for the full story.

The return of the Debs

T

he School has been approached by the charity organisation London Debutante Season to help with two projects which they have been asked to undertake by the scientist Lord Robert Winston (of Child of our Times fame) in the forthcoming year. Lord Winston is attempting to set up a new centre at Imperial College for the promotion of science to school children and he needs to recruit VIth Formers to act as focus group members and ambassadors for the scheme. This will be a great opportunity for all of the girls involved but particularly those in the Science VIth who may be considering Imperial as a possible UCAS choice. He is also promoting the expansion and development of the neo-natal unit at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital. To this end he hopes that the Debutant Season can both produce publicity for this project and also raise funds for it. The role of our girls in this aspect of the project will be both to develop contact with the neo-natal project by visiting it and acting as ambassadors at the various fund-raising events which will be run, along with dealing with the press and media. 
P

erhaps the most glamorous aspect of this project will be that some of our VIth Formers will be invited to be models at the fundraising Queen Charlotte’s Ball at the Savoy in September 2009. This will entail them wearing gowns by some of the foremost designers, complete with exclusive jewellery and professionally done make-up and hair styling. They will then be able to attend the Ball itself as guests of the Debutants.

M

ore House will be one of only two schools involved in this project, and we will be the only girls school. It is hoped that if this collaboration is a success then this may become a regular feature of life in the VIth Form here. It will be a tremendous opportunity for those members of the LVIth and UVIth who decide that they want to be involved (because it is of course a voluntary part of the Leadership Programme) not only in terms of their UCAS applications but also in terms of the opportunity to do good. Care will be taken to make sure that the activities which will be taking place do not intrude on the girls’ academic studies and to that end Mrs Skinner, as one of the VIth Form Tutorial team, has agreed to act as our liaison with the Debutante Season.

A

nd the only other school which will be involved, and which will be responsible for providing the male version of our participation, including escorts for the girls at the modelling shoots and the Ball ? ~ that would be Harrow School.  
New developments with the website

F

ollowing some further web authoring training over the Half Term break the website will be developing still further over the forthcoming weeks. The Old Girls, Parents and Parents’ Association pages will be expanded still further, and the Departments will start to post information more regularly onto the site for the girls to use.

O

ne new page which we hope to develop is a ‘Parental Enterprise’ page where we will provide a free listing for any parent who would like to advertise their company’s website or e-mail address. If you would like to avail yourself of this free facility please e-mail Ms McCarthy (Head’s PA) at the School Office (office@morehouse.org.uk) with the details you would like included, and we will work this into the page concerned when it goes live at the end of term.
Arrangements for Prize giving

Mrs Leach (Deputy Head) has provided the following information:

Thursday 13th November at 6pm (doors open at 5.45pm)
Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street

Dress

All girls to be dressed smartly in school uniform except girls in the Malta choir and Senior Chamber Choir who are to wear their concert dress – choir polos and ankle length black skirts
Other Arrangements

All girls to remain in school at the end of the day where they will attend final rehearsals, have a chance to complete their homework be given supper before Prize giving itself
Girls are to be collected from Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Square at approximately 7 ~ 7.30pm (the final finishing time will be dependant on length of the Guest of Honour’s speech) or to make their own way home from the church.
A Reception hosted by the Governors for Old Girls, Prize Winners and their families and members of Staff will be held in the School’s Dining Room after the event.
A stitch in time saves lives
T

his week saw a visit from some medical students from the Royal College of Surgeon who came to give talks to members of Year 11 and the VIth Form who are considering medical careers. Part of the talk included an opportunity to practice surgical stitching on some extremely realistic arms which our girls seemed to enjoy greatly.

Working with the Minis

T

his week members of the LVIth received some further mentor training as part of their Active Leadership programme. A team from one of the Retreat Centres which the School uses came in to give the LVIth some practical training to help them support their Year 7 mentee (or Mini as we understand they are known, thanks to last year’s LVIth ~ such are school traditions born![Ed.]).

T

he girls had three sessions in total. The first was about communication and involved a variety of interactive games which taught key skills such as teamwork, body language and active listening. The second was entitled ‘Agony Aunt’. Here the LVIth were asked to define the difference between reaction and response, and they then split into small groups to create short drama which show how a mentor should respond to their mini. The final session was called ‘Voting with your feet’ and was a discussion-based session which allowed the group to share ideas on how best to handle the mentor/mini relationship.
I

t was clear that the girls got a great deal from these sessions. Thanks also to Mrs Maudsley (Head of VIth Form) for organising the event. 
Congratulations to… 

D

anielle Bolduc (Year 7) on hearing that one of her environmental poems has been accepted for publication by the panel of the 17th Annual Young Writers Competition poetry panel. It will be published in the forthcoming anthology A World of Difference.

F

lorence Robinson (Year 9) on being ranked 3rd nationally at Under 14 level in the Premier Foil Series (fencing).

Going around the Houses
	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham



	Honours Cards
	Emma McWalter *2

Isabella Porcha

Danielle Bolduc

Elizabeth Fall

Zara Hare *2

Natalia Punton

Mona Abo'Shosha *2

Rose Laird


	Charlotte De Vega *2

Lydia Evans-Garcia *2

Ellen Ryan

Victoria Bernstein

Marie-Isabelle Kaminski

Eleanor Smith

Natasha Malook

Alice Ward


	Lily Clempson

Nicole Hausdorff *2

Ellie Issacs

Tamara Deidier

Suhayla Moussaoui *2

Jennifer Toppan

Marisa Wasboonma


	Biba Thomas *2

Natasha Waddell

Sabrina Rabi *2

Jasmine McKell

Molly Cockell

Charlie Belizario De Meyer

Sophia Allgaier

Amalda Quong Sing

Olivia Chuck

Samantha Rainey


	GRAND TOTAL
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	246

	 
	 

	IONA
	274

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	238

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	206


Congratulations to Walsingham who are House of the Week.
An Invitation to Sing!

To ALL parents
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….is an adult choir made up of staff, parents and friends.  We meet each Wednesday from 6pm to 7pm in School for a friendly and informal hour of singing.  There are three performances each year.  Previous experience is not required.  Come and join us for:A Celebration of Christmas on Tuesday 16th December

Rehearsals begin

This Wednesday - 12th November

You are welcome to turn up on the night…or if you would like more details then contact Mr. Keeley at school.

‘An apple cleft in two is not more twin than these two creatures’.
If you would like to book tickets for this year’s School Play please contact the School Office by e-mail specifying which night of the run, number of tickets and type of tickets. They will then notify you when your daughter may collect the tickets and pay for them.

The play will run 2nd ~ 4th December. Ticket prices are Adults £8, Students, Pupils and other concessions: £5

Book now to avoid disappointment as ticket numbers are severely limited due to the nature of the production!

CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR

This year’s Parents’ Association Charity Christmas Fayre will be on 6th December 2008 between 12 noon ~ 3pm. Make a note now!
The weeks ahead (see also the termly calendar and the website for further details)
	Monday 10th November
	School Play tickets go on sale

3.30pm Senior Chamber Choir Rehearsal

6.30pm Parents’ Association Christmas Fayre Sub-Committee meeting

	Tuesday 11th November
	VIth Form Study day

4~5pm Year 7 A & B team and Year 8 Netball v Queens Gate

6.30pm ~ Post-16 Information Evening for members of Year 11 and their Parents

	Wednesday 12th November
	IGCSE Maths re-sit exams

4 ~ 6 pm VIth Form Life Drawing class

	Thursday 13th November
	Prize Giving

	Friday 14th November
	Governors’ Occasional Holiday ~ School closed for the day

	Monday 17th November
	3.30 ~ 4.30pm Senior Chamber Choir rehearsal

5.30pm Junior Informal Concert

	Tuesday 18th November
	VIth Form Maths Conference

Year 11 &  VIth Form Netball v Lady Margaret’s School

5.30pm ~ Senior Informal Concert

	Wednesday 19th November
	4 ~ 6pm VIth Form Life Drawing Class

	Thursday 20th November
	12 noon VIth Form Age Concern Tea Dance

4 ~ 5pm: Year 10 A & B Netball v Queen’s Gate

4.30 ~ 6.30pm ~ Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

	Friday 21st November
	Am: Science Modules

All day: Year 10 English trip

	Monday 24th November
	3.30 ~ 4.30pm ~ Senior Chamber Choir

	Tuesday 25th November
	All Day: Year 11 ~ Forward into the VIth Form Day

	Wednesday 26th November
	All Day: UVIth French Study Day

	Thursday 27th November
	12 ~ 12.30pm: talks on HPV immunisation to Y 8 & UVIth
4~ 5pm: Year 11 Netball v Queen’s Gate

4 ~6 pm: VIth Form Life Drawing Class


With best wishes for the forthcoming week,
Robert Carlysle
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