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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter
Friday, 16th January 2009
Dear Parents,


Is it only two weeks that we have been back? Life at School seems as hectic as ever. January as well as the month of challenging and variable weather is also the season of examinations. Year 11 have been soldiering through their GCSE Mock examinations and probably are very glad that the end is in sight in the middle of next week. Some of the UVIth have been sitting A2 modules, as well as awaiting their final university offers. Today has seen the Entrance Examination for Group 2 of the North London Consortium ~ we’ve had to lay out the largest number of exam desks in the memory of Mr Grant (our caretaker) ~ and he ought to know as he does it! So far we have heard horror stories of weeping children and stress-induced nose-bleeds from the Group 1 Examinations last week, but you can rest assured we wont be seeing any of that here, as our management of the examination is as gentle as we can make it within the confines of the rules of the Consortium.
Lies, dammed lies and statistics ~ it’s all the Maths Department’s fault!
J

ust a brief word on the School’s performance in the DfCSF’s Performance Tables out this week. You will see that in the critical category of the percentage of our girls who achieved 5+ A* ~ C GCSEs, including English and Mathematics, we scored a resounding 0%. This is because girls here sit the IGCSE in Mathematics and this is not included in the statistics by the Government. Why not? Simply because Maintained Schools are not allowed the sit the IGCSE. A very large number of the best Independent schools in the country use the IGCSE in Mathematics because it is regarded as a more challenging examination than the standard Mathematics GCSE. So, once again, along with Eton, St Paul’s Girls, Harrow, North London Collegiate and a whole host of others we appear to be bottom of the league. All we can say is that it is now getting rather crowded with excellent schools down there.
Out now!

T

he latest copy of More In Depth ~ make sure your daughter provides you with your copy! It can also be found on the Publications Page of our website (once it finishes uploading as it is quite a size!)
GSA on the web

B

elow you will find a letter from the Secretary of the Girls’ Schools Association which has been written on behalf of all of the Heads of GSA schools. We have been asked to bring this to the attention of our Parent Bodies. As you will see this is flagging up a new website for parents which the GSA has launched. It is well worth a look.
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New Website for Parents

I am delighted to let you know about a new website launched this month by the Girls’ Schools Association for parents of girls, mydaughter.co.uk. As a member of the GSA I am writing to recommend this site to you. What is special about it is that it sets out to help parents fathom out some of the mysteries of parenting a daughter! It also details why girls thrive at girls’ schools.

mydaughter.co.uk aims to unlock and share the expertise and experience of the heads and staff within girls’ schools. We deal with girls day in and day out and over the years have had thousands of girls pass through our care. There cannot be many issues to do with educating or raising girls that we have not had to face in our careers or been asked to advise parents about. Many of us are parents, too. We think that we are particularly well placed to offer the sort of objective, up-to-date information and advice that parents tell us they are looking for about raising and educating their daughters.   Schools don't have all the answers, but do have an idea of what is a normative experience and are likely to have more experience of the exceptional.
We decided to create this new website in response to parents’ concerns, and hope that it gives you the sort of help you are looking for. There is no doubt that many mothers and fathers  worry about getting the balance right between helping their daughters realise their academic potential while at the same time enabling them to be happy and keep safe.

mydaughter.co.uk contains advice and guidance on issues such as education choices; realising girls’ full academic potential; recognising eating disorders and signs of bullying; development stages; relationships; social pressures; social networking sites and internet safety, and communicating with teenage girls.

The section on ‘Educating your daughter’ includes tips for parents on education choices and development stages from under 5 through to 18 plus. There are also case studies written by parents and students, independent research reports and a schools’ directory.

The section on ‘Raising your daughter’ includes advice on relationships with friends and family; social pressures such as sexual relationships, drugs and alcohol, food and diet, bullying and self-esteem; personal and internet safety, and self-discovery.

The site also offers an interactive forum for those who register with mydaughter.co.uk.

There is provision for you to offer feedback, comments and to pose your own questions.  We would welcome any contributions that you might wish to make to the site, either in providing case studies, being an advocate, contributing an article or comment and joining the forum discussions.

mydaughter.co.uk is a unique resource for parents of girls and will develop according to your responses, queries and contribution. We hope you enjoy it and find it useful. 
Going around the Houses

A

s the Houses have not had a Reporting yet, the names and figures below are those which stood at the end of last term.
	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham



	Honours Cards
	Elizabeth Fall

Natalia Punton

Rosie Ritchie*2

Gina Hargitay*3


	Aneta Jaskulska

Eleanor Smith*2

Hope Alves*2


	Amadea McKenzie

Nadine Asfour

Anouska Banks

Olivia KP


	Sabrina Rabi

Priscilla Llanos*2

Dredheza Maloku

Willemien Bardawil




Congratulations to the following girls on achieving their Certificate of Achievement 

Sabrina Rabi

Natalia Punton

Rosie Ritchie

Hope Alves

Nadine Asfour

Olivia Kielbasinski-Podlaszewska
House of the Term for the Autumn Term was : Walsingham
Final scores for last term

	GRAND TOTAL
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	585

	 
	 

	IONA
	642

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	602

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	589


 The week ahead (see also the termly calendar and the website for further details)
Please note that Ms Hill has a foot injury at present and therefore she is unable to take after school sports practices for the next three weeks (and you can imagine how happy she is about that!).
	Monday 19th Jan
	GCSE Mocks

3.30pm Senior Chamber Choir
6.30pm Parents’ Association Committee Meeting.

	Tuesday 20th Jan
	GCSE Mocks ~ final day

	Wednesday 21st Jan
	3.30 ~ 4.45pm Junior & Senior Choir rehearsals

	Thursday 22nd Jan
	LVI & UVIth Physics experimental coursework trip


With best wishes,
Robert Carlysle
Burns Night Party 2009
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Wednesday 28th January 7.30pm in school

We have a limited number of tickets available for parents who would like to join us for this annual celebration in school for staff, parents and friends

Tickets are £12 per head…..to include haggis (vegetarian option available), all the trimmings and Scottish dancing. BYOB.
Simply send cash or a cheque payable to More House School for the attention of Mr. Keeley…we will contact you to give further details…

Choral Concert 2009

An opportunity to sing for all!
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Mr Keeley is recruiting singers for this year’s choral concert – a performance of Mozart’s Requiem Mass in Cadogan Hall on Wednesday 25th March.  This unique opportunity to take part in a performance of one of the great choral masterpieces with a professional orchestra and soloists is open to all girls and parents.  Rehearsals take place after school each Wednesday for girls (beginning 28th January) and each Wednesday at 6pm for parents (beginning 21st January).  Please encourage your daughters to take part and please contact me at school if you would like more details about the parent choir.  We welcome singers of all standards and no previous experience is necessary
























