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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter
Friday, 23rd January 2009
Dear Parents,


The new term is now in full swing and music is starting to fill the School once again as the rehearsals start for the Spring Choral Concert. It is one of the many delights of being Head here that one can be working in one’s study and hear the music of some of the world’s greatest composers drifting down the staircase or through the walls. The Year 11s have now finished their Mock GCSE examinations and as the dust settles the process of analysis will start which will allow them really to focus on tuning up their performance in the summer. There will now be a brief pause from examinations before it will be the turn of the LVIth with their AS Mid-terms ~ something which I am sure will fill them with delight!
Magical workshop
T

he School’s Dining Room was ringing with the sound of Mozart’s famous Queen of the Night aria on Monday this week as Year 9 girls were treated to a workshop in preparation for their forthcoming trip to the English National Opera.  Ms Moran, one of our singing teachers, led the workshop which was designed to give the girls an insight into Mozart’s opera The Magic Flute.  Ms Moran was joined by the baritone Dan Roddick and repetiteur Emily Leather who were inspirational whilst teaching the girls about the musical elements, themes and symbolism contained in the opera.  The highlight of morning was surely the performance of Papageno and Papagena’s aria by Ms Moran and Mr Roddick which left the audience cheering for more! This event also had the advantage of reminding one section of the School, and indeed anyone who was passing by the Dining Room, what a truly wonderful composer Mozart was, and what a treat it will be to hear his Requiem performing by the Joint Choirs in the Spring Choral Concert at the end of the term.

GSA on the web

B

elow you will find a letter from the Secretary of the Girls’ Schools Association which has been written on behalf of all of the Heads of GSA schools. We have been asked to bring this to the attention of our Parent Bodies by repeating it for a second week. As you will see this is flagging up a new website for parents which the GSA has launched. It is well worth a look.
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New Website for Parents

I am delighted to let you know about a new website launched this month by the Girls’ Schools Association for parents of girls, mydaughter.co.uk. As a member of the GSA I am writing to recommend this site to you. What is special about it is that it sets out to help parents fathom out some of the mysteries of parenting a daughter! It also details why girls thrive at girls’ schools.

mydaughter.co.uk aims to unlock and share the expertise and experience of the heads and staff within girls’ schools. We deal with girls day in and day out and over the years have had thousands of girls pass through our care. There cannot be many issues to do with educating or raising girls that we have not had to face in our careers or been asked to advise parents about. Many of us are parents, too. We think that we are particularly well placed to offer the sort of objective, up-to-date information and advice that parents tell us they are looking for about raising and educating their daughters.   Schools don't have all the answers, but do have an idea of what is a normative experience and are likely to have more experience of the exceptional.
We decided to create this new website in response to parents’ concerns, and hope that it gives you the sort of help you are looking for. There is no doubt that many mothers and fathers  worry about getting the balance right between helping their daughters realise their academic potential while at the same time enabling them to be happy and keep safe.

mydaughter.co.uk contains advice and guidance on issues such as education choices; realising girls’ full academic potential; recognising eating disorders and signs of bullying; development stages; relationships; social pressures; social networking sites and internet safety, and communicating with teenage girls.

The section on ‘Educating your daughter’ includes tips for parents on education choices and development stages from under 5 through to 18 plus. There are also case studies written by parents and students, independent research reports and a schools’ directory.

The section on ‘Raising your daughter’ includes advice on relationships with friends and family; social pressures such as sexual relationships, drugs and alcohol, food and diet, bullying and self-esteem; personal and internet safety, and self-discovery.

The site also offers an interactive forum for those who register with mydaughter.co.uk.

There is provision for you to offer feedback, comments and to pose your own questions.  We would welcome any contributions that you might wish to make to the site, either in providing case studies, being an advocate, contributing an article or comment and joining the forum discussions.

mydaughter.co.uk is a unique resource for parents of girls and will develop according to your responses, queries and contribution. We hope you enjoy it and find it useful. 
Going around the Houses

T

he first full Reporting of the Spring Term, so well done to all of the girls listed below. Iona remains out in the lead at the moment under the able leadership of Miriamtha Dahdal and Ms Doyle. This will be Miriamtha’s last full term as House Captain and I am sure that she will be relying on her House to make sure that this is the best term Iona have ever had.
	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham



	Honours Cards
	Danielle Bolduc

Natalia Punton

Rosie Ritchie

Lydia Hackett

Mona Abo'Shosha


	Marie-Isabelle Kaminski

Stephanie Cherney

Aneta Jaskulska

Marissa Lemos

Magdalena Pietrzyk

Anna Zaphiriou-Zarifi

Hope Alves

Freya Purcell

Iman Yassin

Delger Naran

Alice Ward


	Tamara Deidier

Jessica Christey

Olivia Frame

Amadea McKenzie

Kitty Mosely

Siobhan Slattery

Jennifer Toppan

Yasmin Moussaoui

Lauren Evans


	Charlie Belizario De Meyer

Laura Antuan

Diana Ivanovic

Priscilla Llanos

Katherine Li*2

Angelica Bryant

Katarina Ivanovic




Congratulations to the following girls on achieving their 25 credit Certificate of Achievement 

Danielle Bolduc

Diana Ivanovic

Particular congratulations to the following girls who have achieved their 50 credit Silver Certificate 

Priscilla Llanos

Dredheza Maloku

 House of the Week is Walsingham
	GRAND TOTAL
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	612

	 
	 

	IONA
	689

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	642

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	649


 The week ahead (see also the termly calendar and the website for further details)
Choral Concert Rehearsal – Wednesday January 28th
A reminder that all girls in Year 7 & Year 8 and members of Senior Choir are required to attend the first of their after-school rehearsals on Wednesday this week (January 28th).

The rehearsals take place in school and finish at 4.15pm for Years 7 and 8 and at 4.45pm for Senior Choir

Please note that Ms Hill has a foot injury at present and therefore she is unable to take after school sports practices for at least the next two weeks (and you can imagine how happy she is about that!).
	Monday 26th Jan
	Post-Mock GCSE Interviews

3.30pm: Senior Chamber Choir
6pm: A2 Drama Assessed Devised Practical ~ first performance of Unknown Author.

	Tuesday 27th Jan
	Post-Mock GCSE Interviews

6pm: A2 Drama Assessed Devised Practical ~ second performance of Unknown Author

	Wednesday 28th  Jan
	Interviews for Elizabeth Scholarships and auditions for Music Exhibitions

Period 3 & 4: A2 Drama Assessed Devised Practical ~  Unknown Author
Period 4 & 5: Year 7 Safety Talk by TFL
3.30 ~ 4.45pm: Junior & Senior Choir rehearsals
7.30pm: Annual Burns Night Dinner

	Thursday 29th  Jan
	Periods 7 ~ 9 : year 9 trip to the Opera

	Friday 30th Jan
	Last A2 module


With best wishes,
Robert Carlysle
Final call for Burns Night
Burns Night Party 2009
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Wednesday 28th January 7.30pm in school

We have a few tickets available for parents who would like to join us for this annual celebration in school for staff, parents and friends

Tickets are £12 per head…..to include haggis (vegetarian option available), all the trimmings and Scottish dancing. BYOB.
Simply send cash or a cheque payable to More House School for the attention of Mr. Keeley…we will contact you to give further details…

























