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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 1st May  2009
Dear Parents,


As is usual at this time of year there is a strong sense of closure starting to pervade the School. The UVIth and Year 11 can start to see their academic courses coming to an end, as the GCSEs and then the A levels start in the near future. This is always a particularly nostalgic time for the UVIth, many of whom have spent 7 years with us, but I always try to remind them that as they go forward into the next phase of their lives at degree level they will take with them the best of More House, namely that strong sense of who they are and what they stand for. They leave behind a strong ‘footprint’ in the memories of those whom their lives have touched.  
Marching forward
T

he History Department has been on the move this week with two trips to The National Army Museum, one for Year 8 and another for Year 9. Both seem to have been a great success and it is clear that this local, easily accessible resource is going to see far more More House traffic in the forthcoming academic year, as well as Year 10 who will be visiting next week in connection with their GCSE studies.

Booking in

T

his week has seen the publication of the May issue of The More House Messenger the new Library Newsletter. This is distributed to Years 7 ~ 9 in their English lessons, with copies available in the Library for the older years and an online version to be found on the website. Last month’s issue’s competition drew a massive response and it is to be hoped that this month’s will do the same, although the questions are a little harder! The Messenger is also the method by which suggestions can be made for the purchase of new books for the Library, and May’s purchase list has already been drawn up.
A few quick points from the Deputy Head’s notebook
C

ould parents please check that their child is occupying the uniform which belongs to them, rather than to someone else? The problem with uniform is that it is very easy to take someone else’s by accident and not realise for some time. Marie-Isabella Kaminski (Y7) cannot find her top coat ~ it is clearly labelled! ~ and it is not in lost property and therefore it is likely that it is at someone else’s home. When it is located could it be passed on to Mrs Leach please so that it can be re-united with its rightful owner.
East

T

his week saw the A2 Drama Assessed Practical, which was a powerful production of Steven Berkoff’s East. Not for the fainthearted, or the easily offended, this was a daring production which really brought out the violence, both implied and overt, and the beauty of the lives, and particularly the language, of those on the rough fringes of society in London.

A

 brave selection for any school, it was particularly so for us as the two characters are violent young men, and it was very much a testament to the acting skills of Jessye Romeo, as Mike, and Jessica Johnston-Crombie as Les that they were able to carry this off. The audience were clearly impressed, as was the examiner. The evening however was not without its own moment of sadness, as this marked the end of both girls’ careers in ‘school-girl drama’ but it is clear to all that this is unlikely to be the end of the story for either of these two young women. 
IT Make-over announced

T

he final go-ahead has been received for the upgrading of the main ICT room ready for the next academic year. It has been clear, as this term has progressed, that teachers and pupils have been wanting to do more and more innovative things with ICT as part of the learning here and that, although the machines we presently have are up to the job, we are starting to reach the limits of their capabilities ~ one thinks of the innovative collaboration between the Drama and the ICT Departments here in Year 9 where the girls have been writing, directing and producing their own short films (more of which later this term!).

A

s a result the ICT Department will have a brand new playroom next term, although they will be expected to share it with other teachers too! Not only will the machines be upgraded but the room will be redecorated and new, more appropriate furniture will be installed. The servers will also be upgraded, and pilot studies will be starting in providing remote access to the network for Staff and Pupils, thus making it even easier to use the materials which are produced in school. It’s going to be an exciting project so what this space! 
Don’t catch cold!

T

here has been, understandably, some concerns expressed this week about the possibility of an outbreak of ‘swine ‘flu’ in School in the near future ~ indeed there was a rumour to the effect that it had already reached us! The situation is that the School, along with all other schools in the country, has well-developed contingency plans which follow the DfCSF guidelines. We have all had to have them since the Avian ‘flu scare. The guidelines call for schools to start to check their contingency plans when the World Health Organisation pandemic ‘threat level’ reaches 4, and so that is what we have been doing here this week. Should the ‘threat level’ reach 6 ~ and it should be remembered that this week the WHO has declared the outbreak to have stabilised ~ then the Department for Children, Schools and Families will issue instructions to schools across the country and the appropriate parts of the contingency plans will come into play, initially with an increase in personal hygiene routines, such as an increase in hand-washing facilities and the banning of non-paper handkerchiefs. The expectation is always that schools will stay open if at all possible, and that should there be even a partial closure, IT will be used to help with distance learning, and that examinations will be preserved (so no escape from GCSE, AS and A2 I’m afraid ladies!)

W

hilst not wishing to underplay the potential seriousness of this threat at all, it is clear that for the moment the advice from the DfCSF is for us to be sensible, vigilant and measured or, as the late Sir Winston Churchill would have put it, ‘DPBO’ (Don’t panic, bash on).  
Going around the Houses

	
	Canterbury


	Iona


	Santiago


	Walsingham


	Honours Cards
	Rosie Bennett

Danielle Bolduc

Elizabeth Fall*2

Atlanta Edwards

Courtney Fyfe

Lucy Hegarty

Eloise Knight

Rosie Ritchie

Natalia Punton

Hadab Al-Homayed

Lydia Hackett

Gina Hargitay

Natali Claezon

Krystal Constantinou

Ashley Tsioutsioulis

Rose Laird


	Charlotte De Vega

Victoria Bernstein*2

Marie-Isabelle Kaminski*2

Fatemeh Amini*2

Stephanie Cherney

Aneta Jaskulska

Marissa Lemos

Magdalena Pietrzyk

Sherifa Al-Attiya

Ider Naran

Claudia Chapman

Savannah Small


	Nicole Hausdorff

Mikaela Tsarukyan

Tamara Deidier*2

Suhayla Moussaoui

Mardi Partridge

Jessica Christey

Amadea McKenzie

Siobhan Slattery

Nadine Asfour

Olivia KP

Manya Kullman

Marisa Wasboonma*2


	Biba Thomas

Natasha Waddell*2

Sabrina Rabi*3

Charlie Belizario De Meyer

Laura Antuan

Priscilla Llanos

Dredheza Maloku

Willemien Bardawil

Jamie Lagen

Daisy Harvey




Congratulations to the following girls on achieving their Certificate of Achievement (25 credits)

Rosie Bennett

Suhayla Moussaoui

Willemien Bardawil

Sherifa Al-Attiya

Claudia Chapman

Marisa Wasboonma

Particular congratulations to those girls who have achieved their Silver Certificate (50 credits)

Nicole Hausdorff

Tamara Deidier

Natalia Punton

Fatemeh Amini

Stephanie Cherney

Aneta Jaskulska

Nadine Asfour

	GRAND TOTAL
	 

	 
	 

	CANTERBURY
	998

	 
	 

	IONA
	1108

	 
	 

	SANTIAGO
	1004

	 
	 

	WALSINGHAM
	1023


House of the Week is Santiago

The weeks ahead
	Monday 4th May
	BANK HOLIDAY ~ SCHOOL CLOSED

	Tuesday 5th May
	AS Textiles Examination

P 7 &8 Year 11 Drama Practical

Year 9 & 10 Rounders fixture v Lady Margaret’s

	Wednesday 6th May
	AS Textiles Examination

Year 10 History study visit to the National Army Museum

2.40pm Pre-examination service for Year 11, LVIth & UVIth

	Thursday 7th May
	GCSE Study Leave starts

GCSE Art Examination

Year 7 & 8 Rounders v Lady Margaret’s

	Friday 8th May
	GCSE Art Examination

	Monday 11th May
	Activities Week starts

LVIth Study Leave starts

UVIth Study Week starts

	Tuesday 12th May
	AS Art examination

London Season Charity fund-raiser

	Wednesday 13th May
	AS Art Examination

	Friday 15th May
	Activities Week ends


For further details please see the online calendar
With best wishes for a peaceful Bank Holiday weekend,
Robert Carlysle
























