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MORE HOUSE SCHOOL
Newsletter

Friday, 26th June 2009
Dear Parents,

What a penultimate week of term this has been. On Saturday our U15 Hickey team represented Kensington and Chelsea in the London Youth Games, Monday saw a glorious Thomas More’s Day, followed by the departure of our first Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedition and Thursday Music Grade Examinations and a staggering Art Exhibition ~ and all of this against the backdrop of preparations for the House Entertainment at the end of term, and, of course, some teaching in there amongst it all. 

Over the hills and far away
M

onday evening saw the departure for Derbyshire of the first Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Expedition, under the leadership of Ms North, ably supported by Ms Hill. The team comprised a mixture of LVIth and ‘Old Girls’ (the most recent UVIth) who are in the process of completing their Silver Award, most having completed their Bronze Award in Years 10 and 11. Those pupils who remember their own expedition training in Year 10 will understand the significance of the much greater demands of the Silver expedition, which is 3 days long and must be in more demanding terrain than is the case for Bronze. The Award Scheme seems to be going from strength to strength at the moment which is very much to be encouraged because its ideals are very much that of our School ~ and it counts for points on the UCAS tariff!
Coming and going
P

upils will have noticed that we have been interviewing a number of potential Staff this week. In part this is to select teachers who will be joining us next year to replace those members of Staff who are moving on to other posts, or to other opportunities, but it is also the case that it is necessary to expand the staffing of very specific Departments. Ms Anson (Classics) is leaving at the end of term to go travelling in Europe with her young family, Ms Hoult (Classics) is reducing her time with us as she has a new post in a boys’ school, Ms de le Samakandi (History of Art) is moving on to take up a post at a college of Further Education, Ms Robinson (Lab tech) is going home to be with her family following the birth of her sister’s first child, and Mrs Masefield (Foreign Languages) has decided that the lure of being a mother ~ and what a vital job that is ~ is too strong for the moment although we are hoping that she will maintain some contact with the School through her continuing careers work. Details of the new Staff appointments will, as usual, be in the Summer issue of More In Depth.
Seen around the place
W

ednesday saw the Induction Day for next year’s Year 7. It was good to see a large number of our new pupils again, although inevitably not all of them were able to make it as the end of the summer term in Prep and Junior schools is always a busy time for them as well and many were abroad, elsewhere in the country or in final rehearsals for Year 6 plays and the suchlike. The girls spent the morning being assessed in various subjects, but they also managed to have some fun thanks to the School Officers, and Year 7 made sure that they were well looked after at Break and Lunchtime.

Making an exhibition of themselves

O

n Thursday the AS and A2 Art and Textiles Examination Board Moderator was in School to assess the LVIth and UVIth final pieces and to say that she was impressed would be an understatement. She told Mrs Skinner (Head of Art) that she was astounded at the high level of the work, which went well beyond that which you would expect from a school, and she suggested that we contact the V & A as they might well be interested in seeing and exhibiting some of the pieces which had clearly been inspired by some of the pieces within their collections.

T

he Moderation was then followed by the Art Exhibition itself which not only showcased the work of the examination groups in Year 11, LVIth and UVIth but also displayed ‘the best of the rest’ throughout the younger Year Group. This year’s Guest of Honour was Ms Annabel Pope who is a renowned wildlife artist and, interestingly enough, an ex-member of More House Staff who had, in fact, taught the UVIth when they were Year 7.

More fund in the sun
A

s seems now traditional Thomas More’s Day was fine and sunny. Our Chaplain, Father Peter, gave an excellent homily on the importance of integrity, particularly in this modern world, and how Saint Thomas More was an example to us all in that respect. The School then decamped to Battersea Park the Inter-House Rounders and TMD Picnic. The Rounders competition was great fun, both the morning Year games and then the afternoon’s ‘Select 10’ competition. As is also ‘traditional’ Santiago retained the Evans Trophy for yet another year and, with a certain symmetry, was then presented to Lauren Evans herself in her final appearance as the outgoing Games Captain.
The week ahead
	Saturday 27th June
	Alumnae Day

	Monday 29th June
	LVIth Work experience week 

Upgrading work starts on the ICT Room

	Tuesday 30th June
	Junior Choir Outing to Thorpe Park
London Season Charity Cocktail Party at the Mayfair Hotel

	Wednesday1st July
	PM: House Entertainment Rehearsal

	Thursday 2nd July
	PM: House Entertainment Rehearsal

	Friday 3rd July
	AM: House Entertainment

Final Assembly

Mid-day: School closes for Summer Recess


For further details please see the online calendar
With best wishes for a sunny final weekend,
Robert Carlysle
























