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More House School English Department

How to Revise for your English exam
There is a nasty rumour going around the school that “you can’t revise for English.” This is a big fat lie. You can revise for English and you revise you shall, with the help of your wonderful teachers in the English department. 

What will be in the exam?

There will be TWO sections to your English exam: Reading (where you have to read something that you’ve never seen before and then answer some questions about what you’ve read) and Writing (where you have to… write something, obviously.)

How long will it last?

It will last for a fun-packed and fantastic hour and a half. 

How can I revise if I don’t know what is going to be in it?
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Easy! You need to practise reading and writing. Use the ideas below to get you started:
[image: image3.jpg]



	Practising Reading
	Practising Writing

	· Go to the library and choose a book. Read the first page and make a list of ways in which the writer makes it interesting. Select key quotations that are designed to ‘hook’ the reader and for each one, write a sentence explaining how it works.
· Read a newspaper article. Highlight all the facts in one colour and all the opinions in another. Then make a list of all the key points.

· Choose a poem you have studied this year. Write a review of it.

· Use your private reading book to find examples of: imagery, dialogue, characterisation and setting.
	· Describe the room you are in, using a variety of literary techniques (similes, metaphors, etc.)
· Look in the mirror and write down what you see. Be as descriptive as possible. You can write about what is going on ‘under the surface’ as well as your actual face!

·  Look over your planning book from this year. What are your common mistakes? Make a list of 10, and work your way through them.

· Choose a chapter from your private reading book. Find 10 words you don’t know the meaning of. Learn them.

· Spend 10 minutes with a thesaurus. 


Good luck!
