GCSE GEOGRAPHY SCHEME OF WORK




AQA GEOGRAPHY SPEC A
UNIT GCSE 3 - ECOSYSTEMS

	Key Questions / Time
	Learning Objectives
	Activities
	Resources
	Homework

	What are ecosystems and how are they spread throughout the earth?

(1 lesson)
	· To understand what ecosystems are

· To understand how they are distributed across the world
	· Describe ecosystems through photographs

· Pupils complete world map of ecosystems and basic characteristics
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.1

· Worksheet - ‘Ecosystems - World Biomes’ 
	· Research – find definitions for ecosystems terms for a word list

	How do ecosystems work?

(1 lesson)
	· To understand the component factors of an ecosystem

· To understand basic nutrient cycles and energy transfers
	· Pupils complete worksheets to summarise how ecosystems work
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.1

· Worksheet - ‘How do ecosystems function?’
	· GCSE level questions on sheet to test knowledge

	What are the  characteristics of three ecosystems?

(2 lessons) 
	· To understand the main vegetation and soil characteristics of tropical rainforests, coniferous woodlands and savanna grasslands
	· Pupils carry out research to produce a one page report and presentation on each ecosystem in groups (ICT possibility?)


	· ‘Researching Global Climate Zones’ (ICT requirement)

· ‘Summary table’ to complete during presentations

· Provide a ‘back-up’ source of material - Wider World p. 232-235, Key Stage 3 Classbook p. 70-73, Geography: An Integrated Approach p.292-297 & 306-308
	· Research, in groups and including using the internet, to produce a one page report and presentation on one of the three biomes (SMSC)

	How is vegetation adapted in each ecosystem to the soil and climate?

(2 lessons)
	· To understand how vegetation is adapted to environmental conditions in which ecosystem is located
	· Sequence of ‘mystery’ activities which get pupils to focus on why vegetation in ecosystems is as it is
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.2

· ‘Mystery style’ worksheets on each ecosystem
	· Activities based on each worksheet to ensure pupils have a written record of the vegetation and how it is affected by climatic characteristics of each ecosystem

	How do humans use tropical rainforests?

(3 lessons)
	· To understand the ways in which people use tropical rainforests

· To understand the interests and attitudes of different groups
	· Complete worksheets to understand the issues involved

· Carry out a rôle-play between pupils about whether an area of rainforest should be cut down - what do the timber companies, Amerindians, Brazilian Government and Friends of the Earth all think?
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.3
· Wider World p.236-237

· Worksheets - ‘Human Exploitation of the Amazon Rainforest - Causes ’ and ‘Human Exploitation of the Amazon Rainforest - Effects’HHHow do people How How do people How uytyutyutyutyuy
· Rôle-play briefing and cards
	· Questions on worksheets

· Produce a leaflet or write lyrics for a rap about why the rainforest needs to be protected (SMSC / Citizenship)
· Prepare rôle-play card rôles for next lesson (SMSC / Citizenship)

	Why do forests need to be managed sustainably and how can this be achieved?

(1 lesson)
	· To understand that forests need to be managed

· To understand ways in which forests are managed sustainably
	· Produce a poster to persuade companies in Malaysia to adopt sustainable forestry methods, outlining the methods and advantages of such techniques
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.3
· Worksheet – ‘Sustainable Forestry in Malaysia’
	· Pupils complete posters encouraging TNCs to use sustainable forms of logging (SMSC)
· Opportunity for questions to be answered to check understanding

	How do humans use savanna grasslands? (2 lessons)
	· To understand the ways in which people use savanna grasslands

· To understand problems that these uses cause (eg. desertification)

· To understand strategies that can be employed to reverse desertification
	· Watch ‘Geographical Eye: Disasters - Drought and Desertification’ and look at resource sheet on Lake Chad and ways of tackling desertification
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.4

· Video - ‘Geographical Eye: Disasters - Drought and Desertification’

· Resource sheet - ‘Disappearing Lake Chad’
	· Complete flow diagram on causes of desertification

· Answer questions from video in neat form

	What are the advantages and disadvantages of solutions to prevent desertification in affected areas?

(1 lesson)
	· To understand that strategies to combat desertification have both advantages and disadvantages
	· Debate - ‘experts’ suggest solutions to desertification and ‘sceptics’ or ‘optimists’ outline the advantages and disadvantages of each method
	· Powerpoint GCSE 3.4

· Worksheet – ‘Reversing Desertification’
· Debate briefing cards
	· Pupils prepare for debate based on their rôle in the debate (SMSC)
· Complete desertification project 


GCSE Geography 1 lesson = 2 periods
