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Politics
Possible part (a) questions:

Explain why Louis XIV ordered the construction of Versailles.

· Louis’aim was to create a court in his own image that reflected his grandeur. Versailles was the most ambitious building project of the C17th – it was built on marshy ground which also seemed proof of Louis’ power. Its classical symmetry was in sharp contrast to the disorder and poverty of C17th – see Colbert who was the Superintendent of buildings from 1664: ‘’…apart from military exploits, nothing testifies better to the grandeur…of princes than buildings; and all posterity takes the measure of princes by the proud mansions that they constructed.’’ Such ideas suited Louis’ desire for glory.

· Lack of space in Paris: 1660s the Louvre was still the main royal residence and was improved by the addition of the Colonnade, BUT the idea of linking the Louvre and the Tuileries was rejected as it would have meant an awkward ground plan – not aesthetically pleasing. Grand buildings needed grand settings and the gardens* at Versailles created an outdoor space for court life.

· This mattered as Louis XIV wanted to project himself as a leading patron of the Arts. Versailles was a vast project to exploit the Arts in the service of the king. The emphasis was on the virtue and power of the king ruling over an ordered universe. In C17th it was believed that Man had become able to control nature* and Louis wanted to prove this.

· Versailles created the setting in which court ritual could be developed so that the nobles were constantly reminded that they were subservient to the king.

· Paris was perhaps associated with the violence that Louis had experienced during the Frondes.

· Versailles was still near to Paris for easy access.

· There was already a modest building at Versailles, built by Louis XIII.

· At Versailles, there was a forest for hunting.

Explain why Louis XIV decided to rule without a chief minister.

· Despite the belief in Divine Right Louis knew that a weak king could be challenged by the elites – Henry IV, his grandfather, had ended the Religious Wars and Louis himself had experienced the Frondes.

· The Frondes taught Louis that a chief minister was more vulnerable to being challenged than the king. The Frondeurs claimed to be challenging the regency government of Anne of Austria and the rule of her chief minister, Mazarin – someone not chosen by Divine Right.

· Louis believed that to make his own position more secure, he had to be his own chief minister. Provided he was a strong king, the belief in Divine Right would deter the elites from challenging him.

· He chose to wait until the death of Mazarin in 1661 – probably because Mazarin had acted as a father figure to him and he did not want to upset him.
Explain why Louis XIV believed that he was an absolute monarch.

· The theory of Divine Right – see Bossuet: The king has been chosen by God to exercise complete power for the good of his subjects. No other individual or group within society should share this power as this creates challenges to royal authority.

· At his coronation the king had been anointed by sacred oils, elevating him above his subjects and like a priest, he was given communion in two kinds.

· Throughout his personal reign, Louis had reduced the ability of all other groups within society to challenge his power. His knowledge of the Religious Wars and his personal experience of the Frondes made him very aware of the dangers. He reduced the nobles to puppets who performed elaborate rituals at his court, he made his control more effective in the provinces ( Intendents) and he limited the power of the Parlements to challenge him.

· The French monarchy worked in the hands of an able man like Louis XIV.

            Louis XIV was very hard working and his decision to dispense with a chief

· minister after the death of Mazarin was effective because he was prepared to attend Council meetings daily to take advice, while also spending hours in court rituals and in entertaining his nobles.

· The Frondes had reinforced the message of the Religious Wars that the monarchy was the best means of achieving a stable society. This increased his self confidence in 1661.

· Louis XIV was very self assured after his ‘miracle’ birth + his mother’s choice
      of him as her favourite and he wanted the glory of being an absolute monarch.

Explain why Louis XIV’s powers as an absolute monarch were limited.

· Divine Right meant that everyone believed that he had been chosen by God to use his power in the interest of his subjects. When he seemed to be failing to do so, he was criticised – e.g., during the War of the League of Augsburg and during the War of Spanish Succession. In both cases, his financial demands continued despite bad winters causing famine and epidemics among the peasants.

· He had to uphold the laws of France that had been the work of his

      predecessors, who were also there by Divine Right. As the law giver he had to     

      impose the laws on all his subjects. He himself was above the law, but would 

      finally be judged by God.

· After the Religious wars and the Frondes Louis was aware of the danger of challenges from the elites. They had to be controlled and their privileges had

            to be maintained but the monarchy depended on the consent of the elites. It

            lacked the means to enforce its will – no police force, no standing army.

· He accepted that if the privileges of the first two estates were challenged, they might expect a share of his political power. Even although their exemption from taxation placed a huge financial burden on the peasants, Louis believed that this was unavoidable. Since his power came from God, he could not share it.

· As a legal body, Louis accepted the right of the Paris Parlement to examine new laws and propose changes to them. If it continued to remonstrate, he could hold a lit de justice and demand registration. This was time consuming as it meant that the king and his court had to come to the Parlement, so to get his fiscal bills through more quickly to fund his wars, Louis temporarily insisted that his laws must be registered first and only then could the Parlement remonstrate.

· The provinces retained considerable independence and each had made a different deal with the monarchy when it had acknowledged the king’s control. Monarchical government had therefore been superimposed on a complex, pre existing society, although the development of the role of the Intendents did make royal government more effective.

· The king should always take the advice of his Council before making decisions. Louis relied on the lesser nobles – the noblesse de robe – who had bought their offices and were loyal to him. Venality provided permanent loans for the government but it reduced the number of those paying the taille and diverted the rich from investing in business. These men were indispensable to effective government. They usually had a financial/legal background, unlike the greater nobles who lacked such experience.

Explain why Louis XIV weakened the nobility.

· See Bossuet: Divine Right meant that God had given all power to the king because if other individuals/groups shared it, there would be instability – see the Religious Wars + the Frondes*.

· The great nobles – noblesse d’épee – could be princes of the blood who might wish to challenge a king who appeared weak*. The great nobles all had independent landed wealth and prestige. The great nobles also had a recent history of great independence in the provinces. Some of these areas were rich, spoke their own language, preferred their own laws and customs and as they tended to be on the periphery of France they could be a threat to her security. 

· The nobles were attracted to the court where they could jostle for position in the social hierarchy around the king. They had daily contact with the king and his councillors and so could exercise considerable influence. They also received pensions from the king to cover their costs. Louis XIV understood

      this and relied on the lesser nobles – noblesse de robe – as his councillors.

Explain why Louis XIV received so much criticism towards the end of his reign.

· Throughout his marriage to Marie Therese, he was criticised over his adultery by the Church and by his mother until her death in 1666 because it was a sin that endangered his immortal soul.

· The cost of the War of the League of Augsburg and the War of Spanish Succession lead to criticism of him as an absolute monarch. God had given him this power to use for the good of his people. The cost of his wars made him put huge financial demands on the peasants when bad winters had caused famine and epidemics, resulting in a big drop in population. Louis’ critics claimed that the benefits to France’s security did not justify these demands.

· Old age plus family tragedies ruined Louis’ earlier image as the ‘Sun King.’

· After the death of Marie Therese and Louis’ decision to marry Mme. de Maintenon, the court lacked the glamour that a young royal bride would have brought + the excitement of the king’s mistresses.

· Louis lost the support of the Gallicans over his increasing reliance on the Pope to eliminate the Jansenists, while his treatment of the Huguenots had lead to Protestant states vilifying him as a tyrant.

· Any attempt at financial reform became impossible because of the cost of his wars. Not only did he have to rely on the traditional expedients of borrowing and the sale of offices, he also had to attempt extreme measures like imposing two new taxes on the second estate – the Capitation and the Dixième – and melting down the silver from Versailles. 

· The strength of his monarchy meant that these criticisms did not turn in to challenges. The Bourbon dynasty was secure enough for Louis’ critics to look forward to better things from his successor.

· Despite the loss of his eldest son and grandson, the succession passed smoothly to his great grandson on his death in 1715.

Possible part (b) questions:

How successful was Louis XIV in maintaining the absolute authority of the monarchy between 1661 and 1685?

Dates:

1661 – start of his personal reign when he had considerable advantages:

· France was at peace, so internal reforms might be possible

· His marriage to a Spanish princess brought him prestige and in 1661, a

                        Son and heir to provide for the succession. It also offered the  

      possibility of making a claim to the Spanish succession.

· The Frondes had reinforced the message of the Religious Wars that the

· interests of the elites would best be protected by a strong monarch.  

· Louis had also learned the importance of dispensing with a chief                 

                        minister as the elites were much less likely to challenge the king whose   

                        power stemmed from Divine Right.

· France had overtaken Spain as the single most powerful country in Western Europe.

1685 – (a) The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes seemed to show the strength of Louis’ monarchy as all his subjects were now technically Roman Catholics like himself. He had always seen the privileges that his grandfather, Henry IV, had had to give to the Huguenots as a shameful reminder of the weakness of the monarchy during the Religious Wars. This was not an age of religious toleration and a strong king should not have to allow any of his subjects such privileges. Louis understood the idea of ‘cuius regio, eius religio’ – only the king has the right to decide what religion to follow (technically, Roman Catholicism or Lutheranism) and all his subjects must accept this – otherwise, their loyalty would be in doubt.

(b) The Truce of Ratisbon – the highpoint of his foreign policy when he was to be allowed to keep the territories he had seized through the Reunions. These + the gains he had made in the Dutch War strengthened his NE and E borders and allowed for the building of a chain of fortresses. His wife’s claim to the Spanish inheritance had also been acknowledged by the HRE in the Treaty of Grémonville, 1668.
Once you have dealt with the dates, you need to show how effective Louis was in (1) controlling the elites to limit the possibility of being challenged by them: The nobles – especially, Versailles (Louis’ court had accompanied him throughout his reign, staying in various royal palaces and even joining him at the front during the Dutch War) but the splendour of Versailles offered much more scope for Louis to enhance his image; (2) Louis’ control over the provinces – especially, the development of the role of the Intendents;(3) his control over the Paris Parlement;(4) his Gallican approach to the Church which was expected from an absolute monarch and emphasised that his power was superior to that of the Pope. 

1661 – 1685 – Louis was still a young man, capable of creating and sustaining the image of the ‘Sun King’. He was also a warrior king, able to lead his armies in to battle, satisfying his and his nobles’ need for glory, which also strengthening France against the possible threat of Habsburg encirclement.
How successful was Louis XIV in creating an absolute monarchy during his personal reign?

Dates:

1661 – see above

1715 – his death was followed by the smooth succession of his great grandson.

Show how successful Louis XIV was in the early part of his personal reign in creating the image – envied throughout Europe – of an absolute monarch.

Look at the advantages he inherited in 1661; how the theory of Divine Right bolstered his position – see Bossuet; how he managed to control the elites; how Versailles became the platform on which he built his image of grandeur.

Point out how he changes during his long reign from a young attractive man in to an old, sad king described by his critics as ‘impotent’.

His court + his personal life change after the death of Marie Therese and his long, expensive wars lead to questions over whether or not he is behaving as an absolute monarch. During the War of the League of Augsburg and the War of Spanish Succession, his financial demands continued despite the famine and epidemics caused by bad weather. His critics do not however challenge him because the status of his dynasty means that his critics are prepared to wait for better things under his successor.

Religion
Possible part (a) questions:

Explain why there was some toleration for the Huguenots up until 1685.

· During the Religious Wars, Henry of Navarre was a Huguenot.

· When he became Henry IV he realised that only a Roman Catholic could be the king of France so he reconverted.

· He still had sympathy for the Huguenots and they made up c10% of the population.

· He therefore decided to bribe them to support him and end the Religious Wars by giving them privileges in the Edict of Nantes.

· He never meant these privileges to be permanent – a strong king ought to be able to enforce religious uniformity so they were intended to be a temporary measure until he had secured the throne and the future of his new dynasty.

· Many of the privileges were promises from the king – the brevets – and would have to be renewed by his successors.

· On his death in 1610 the minority of Louis XIII followed – a weak time for the monarchy, so the privileges had to be renewed.

· In 1620s after Huguenot rebellions, Richelieu was able to remove many of

      these privileges in the Peace of Alais in 1629.

· From then on the Huguenots remained loyal, even during the Frondes.

· Louis XIV hoped that persecution would encourage the Huguenots to reconvert or to go in to exile, leaving all his subjects Roman Catholics like himself.

· By Louis’ personal reign, the number of Huguenots in France had greatly reduced but the failure of persecution to wipe them out led to Louis withdrawing all their privileges in 1685.

Explain why Louis XIV adopted a more aggressive policy towards the Huguenots?

· His MAIN reason was that the Huguenots’ privileges were a reminder of the weakened state of the monarchy during the Religious Wars. It had been the ambition of his grandfather – Henry IV – and his father – Louis XIII – to withdraw them as soon as the monarchy was secure enough

· In an age of religious uniformity such privileges were seen as evidence of political weakness and such groups might be disloyal (The Huguenots had rebelled in the past, although NOT during the Frondes). Bossuet insisted that a stable society needed ‘’One Faith, one king, one law.’’ Non Catholics could cause internal divisions and external interventions.

· In his coronation oath, Louis had promised to fight heresy.

· Since the Religious Wars, the Roman Catholic Church had supported the Bourbon monarchy, so Louis felt he had to repay this debt of gratitude by removing Protestantism from France.

· Louis was also influenced by the missionary zeal of the Counter Reformation. His confessor was a Jesuit and he was always close to them. The Assembly of the Clergy also wanted steps to be taken against the Huguenots.

· Louis wanted to promote his image as ‘le roi chrétien’ yet the Holy Roman Emperor had managed to persuade 10 German princes to reconvert to Roman Catholicism, so Louis had to take action.

· As he got older, Louis became more pious, partly due to the influence of Mme. de Maintenon. Attacking heresy might wipe out their sin of adultery that endangered the future of their immortal souls.

Explain why Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes in 1685.

· From the late 1670s he was very much under the influence of Mme.de Maintenon.

· The end of the Dutch War in 1679 allowed him to concentrate on internal issues.

· Within the Council, the influence of le Tellier*, Minister for war and his son, Louvois, was increasing over that of Colbert. Colbert’s policy of attracting skilled foreign workers had brought in many Protestants. Louvois favoured enforced conversion, proposing the use of Dragonnades – royal troops quartered in Huguenot households.

· The government could not afford to keep offering them bribes to reconvert, especially as these upset Louis’ Catholic subjects who were not receiving such privileges.

· Louis’ relations with the Papacy had reached an all time low over the regale and 1682 saw the publication of the Gallican Articles.

· Louis had refused to join the crusade against the Turks, sending only one regiment to help to relieve the siege of Vienna. When the Holy Roman Emperor had defeated the Turks, his reputation was greatly enhanced so Louis had to do something else to promote himself.

· 1685 – James II became the king of England and he was a very devout Catholic, so Louis had to take steps to maintain his own status as the MOST Christian king.

· October 1685 the dying le Tellier* encouraged Louis to sign the Revocation.

Explain why Jansenism caused Louis XIV so many problems.

· It had taken root in French society during Louis XIV’s minority when the

· monarchy was weak.

· Some Jansenists had taken part in the Frondes so their loyalty was in doubt.

· Louis personally disliked their belief in pre-destination.

· Their views had been condemned as heresies by the Pope in 1653 and by the Assembly of the French Clergy in 1657.

· They were attacked by the Jesuits to whom Louis was close.

· Like Protestantism, Jansenism was a heresy that caused divisions within the Church, threatening its unity and the safety of the monarchy that relied on the Church’s support.

· It had the support of some of the elites, especially at the Convent of Port Royale AND it had some support within the Church – see1661 – not all of the bishops were prepared to sign the anti-Jansenist declaration as Louis had asked.

· As an absolute monarch, Louis was expected to be able to deal with this problem – see the Peace of the Church, 1669 – by fudging the condemnation of Jansenism, Louis got this accepted.

· Jansenism continued to be popular and from 1679, (as with the Huguenots) Louis tried a policy of repression.

· 1693 – the publication of Quesnel’s: ‘’Réflexions’’ lead to Louis turning to the Pope for support which upset the Gallicans.

· Papal support failed to wipe out Jansenism and even by the end of Louis’ reign he was being challenged over this.

· Jansenism prevented Louis XIV from establishing total uniformity of belief within France and during the minority of Louis XV, it was allowed to continue.

Possible part (b) questions:

How successful was Louis XIV in dealing with the Huguenots?

· 1661 – The Huguenots had remained loyal during the Frondes

· Their privileges in the Edict of Nantes had been greatly reduced in the Peace

      of Alais, 1629.  

· They were now a very small minority in French society, so

            why did Louis adopt a policy of persecution towards them to make them either

            reconvert or leave France?

See above for his reasons for wanting to remove them from French society.

Describe the persecution and assess its impact.

Why did he revoke the Edict of Nantes in 1685? Did this achieve his aim of religious uniformity? Small pockets of Protestantism remained and in 1702-5 there was the revolt of the Camisards in SE France that had to be suppressed by Marshal Villars.

Protestantism remained officially banned until 1787 when it regained legal recognition, so despite Louis XIV’s efforts over a large part of his personal reign, he failed to completely root it out. 

How successful was Louis XIV in achieving the objectives of his religious policy between 1661 and 1715?

What were his objectives?

To achieve religious uniformity to show the strength of his monarchy,

To be able to find Gallican solutions to religious problems, as an absolute monarch ought to be able to do.

How successful?

	Issues


	Louis’ approach
	Results

	The Huguenots
	A policy of repression, culminating in the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 1685.
	Repression failed to make the Huguenots reconvert or leave France.

Louis pursued this policy for more than 20 years!

Even after 1685, the Huguenots did not totally 

disappear from French society – see revolts of early C18th.

Louis’ treatment of the Huguenots made him appear like a tyrant, particularly upsetting neighbouring Protestant countries.



	Jansenism


	As an absolute monarch, Louis expected to be able to root out this heresy within the French Church by his own efforts.

By 1690s, the problem had not gone away and he resorted to the Ultramontane solution of asking the Pope for support.
	Jansenism continued to spread.

This lost Louis considerable support from within the Church and from the Paris Parlement and the Sorbonne.

Jansenism survived in to the next reign.

	Gallicanism                           


	By tradition, the French king ought to be able to protect the Church against being dominated by Rome and Louis inherited the right to make senior appointments, subject to papal approval. This gave him an opportunity to access the Church’s wealth and his need to fund the Dutch War encouraged him to extend the droit de régale to the whole of France.

Two bishops objected and went to the Pope.

Louis’ response was the Gallican Articles.

1693 – a more amenable Pope was prepared to acknowledge royal nominations and Louis withdrew his demand for the Gallican Articles to be taught through out France.


	The Pope gave them his support.

The Pope refused to consecrate priests who had attended the Assembly of the Clergy in 1682;

Between 1682 – 1693 many French sees 

remained vacant;

1688 – Louis was excommunicated

Louis occupied the papal city of Avignon with troops.

Louis decided that he needed papal support to root out Jansenism. (see above)


Conclusion:

Throughout his reign, Louis faced problems over religion, despite his image as an absolute monarch. His Gallicanism allowed him to access the wealth of the Church and to act an as absolute monarch, but he later decided that he needed papal support to deal with the problem of Jansenism. This lead to criticism of him and failed to root

out Jansenism.

Technically, he wiped out the Huguenots when he revoked the Edict of Nantes, but this issue had by then absorbed his attention for more than two decades and he still failed to entirely rid France of Protestantism or to escape from the problems that the Huguenots had posed to the Bourbon monarchs (rebellions).

Despite his image of power and grandeur, Louis failed to establish the religious uniformity that was expected of a strong ruler and throughout his personal reign, he faced criticism over religion. From the early days, the Church had criticised his adultery and this concern was behind the great piety he showed as he got older.

Foreign Policy

Possible part (a) questions:

Explain why Louis XIV fought the War of Devolution.

· Security – to protect France North Eastern border with the Spanish Netherlands.

· Security – to consolidate France’s gains in the Treaty of Westphalia and the Treaty of the Pyrenees.

· To strengthen the Bourbon dynasty by pushing his wife’s claim to the Spanish inheritance.

Explain why Louis XIV went to war with the Dutch in 1672.

· Glory – he had enjoyed his role as a warrior king during the War of Devolution, as had his nobles.

· His desire for military glory was supported in the Council by Louvois and Turenne, while Colbert and Lionne favoured diplomacy. Lionne died in 1671 and was replaced by the weaker Pomponne.

· Why attack the Dutch? – Lionne had stressed that France must attack ‘a worthy enemy’ – essentially, that meant the United Provinces or Spain. The

      threat of Habsburg encirclement, so it was safer to choose the Dutch.

· Louis also disliked the Dutch:

The United Provinces was Protestant and a republic;

The per capita income of the Dutch was higher than that of the French:

They were trading rivals – see Colbert: ’’As we have annihilated Spain on land, so we must annihilate the Dutch at sea.’’

The Dutch were nervous of French expansion in to the Spanish Netherlands as this would undermine their security.

Explain why the War of the League of Augsburg broke out.

· Security – Louis’ policy of Réunions had made his North East and Eastern borders more secure. His aim was to achieve Vauban’s ‘linear’ strategy of a line of fortresses linking the North Sea to the Mediterranean.

· Louis’ attempts to defend France appeared aggressive to his neighbours who formed the League of Augsburg as a defensive alliance against France.

· Equivalence – The disputed succession in the Palatinate and the appointment of the new Archbishop of Cologne made Louis insist that if the Imperial candidate got the Palatinate then his candidate should be appointed to Cologne.

Explain why Louis XIV had to fight the War of Spanish Succession.

· Security – He had never been prepared to allow the Holy Roman Empire to acquire the entire Spanish inheritance as this would have brought about the threat of Habsburg encirclement – He had first discussed the idea of partition with Leopold in 1660s. His partition treaties of 1698 and 1700 were also intended to avert another long expensive war.

· Dynasty – He had always pushed his wife’s claim to the Spanish inheritance and he even had a claim himself from Philip II.

· Louis had little option but to accept the terms of Charles II’ s will, naming Philip of Anjou (Louis’ grandson) as his heir.

· The rest of Western Europe would never have accepted such an extension of French power – Louis had always understood this and had never aimed at securing the entire Spanish inheritance as Charles’ will dictated.

Explain Louis’ foreign policy aims.

· SECURITY – He inherited a good position in 1661 with France’s borders having been strengthened and the Habsburgs split, but these advantages had to be secured. The Habsburgs expected to recover and challenge the dominance of France.

· Glory – as a young man, he was determined to project his image and as a traditional king, he saw his responsibilities as maintaining his court
      and defence.

· Dynasty – By pushing dynastic claims, Louis could increase France’s security AND enhance his own desire for glory. 

Possible part (b) questions:

How successful was Louis XIV in achieving his foreign policy aims?

How successful was Louis XIV in the pursuit of glory between 1661 and 1688?

How successful was Louis XIV in achieving the objectives of his foreign policy aims between 1685 and 1715?

How important was the pursuit of defensible frontiers in explaining Louis’ foreign policy between 1679 and 1715?

Louis’ foreign policy divides into 2 halves:

(1) 1661 – 1685/88: Successes: (a) His wife’s claim to the Spanish inheritance is 

                                                        acknowledged;

                                                   (b) He gains land on his E and NE 

                                                        borders, strengthening France’s border.

(2) 1688 – 1715: He faces two long, expensive wars and fails to hold on to the gains he had made by 1685, BUT by 1715 France is still the single most powerful country in W Europe; his borders in the E and NE are stronger and the threat of Habsburg encirclement has disappeared now that his grandson is the king of Spain.

Louis XIV’ s Foreign Policy

	Louis’ actions


	Territorial changes
	Dynastic issues
	Drawbacks

	The War of Devolution


	Louis consolidated the gains from the treaties of Westphalia & the Pyrenees – The fortresses of Tournai & Charleroi in the Spanish Netherlands strengthened his NE frontier.


	Louis succeeded in getting the Holy Roman Emperor to acknowledge that his wife did have a claim to the Spanish inheritance. Their agreement on partition recognised the need for equivalence.
	Louis’ actions brought about the Triple Alliance to limit his success.


	The War against the Dutch


	Louis had to restore Maastricht to the Dutch and part of Alsace to Austria in return for bridgeheads across the Rhine. Louis kept Franche Comté, Artois and other smaller towns along the NE border, helping Vauban to join up some frontier towns for greater security against any future invasion from the HRE.


	Having taken part in some sieges, Louis was given the title of ‘Louis le Grand’ by Paris in recognition of the glory of his military power.
	France was now seen as a threat to the security of neighbouring countries and they recognised that the only way to limit Louis’ aggression was to form coalitions against him.

This was a long war and very expensive, so Colbert had to fall back on expedients rather than continue with his reforms.

Francophobia – the reputation of the French was harmed by the behaviour of his the troops.



	The Réunions 

Policy: Louis set up Chambres de Réunions to look in to the treaties that had been made since 1648.


	1680-4 – Louis 

forcibly occupied most of the area between the Moselle and the Rhine, including Alsace & Luxembourg.


	
	Louis’ attempt to 

increase France’s security against invasion seemed part of an aggressive policy to achieve French domination of Europe, so the League of Augsburg was formed.



	The War of the league of Augsburg


	Louis had to return some areas along the frontier with the Spanish Netherlands & the HRE. 


	Leopold was no longer so keen on Louis’ idea of partitioning the Spanish inheritance as he now had his own family to advance.


	The Grand Alliance made this another long, expensive war, leading to serious criticism of Louis as an absolute monarch.



	The War of Spanish Succession


	Louis kept Alsace, including Strasbourg + frontiers along the Netherlands border, therefore he maintained his fortress defences.


	His grandson was now the king of Spain so the threat of Habsburg encirclement had been dealt with.
	Another long expensive war leading to criticism of the old king.


      Conclusion: By 1715 Louis XIV had consolidated the position he had inherited in

     1661:

· France’s frontiers in the NE and E were stronger;

· The threat of Habsburg encirclement had been removed;

· France WAS the single most powerful country in W.Europe;

BUT, Louis reached the high point of his expansion in 1685 when Leopold accepted that he could hold on to his Réunions for the next 20 years – the Truce of Ratisbon – from the outbreak of the War of the League of Augsburg, Louis was forced in to trying to hold on to much as possible. He faced coalitions that could match France’s military strength so the wars lasted a long time as neither side could defeat the other. The costs soared and Louis faced increasing criticism at home.

Finance & the Economy
N.B.,*** Do NOT confuse finance and the economy – Finance is about the king’s income and expenditure; the economy is about the wealth of France. There is a link – if France becomes richer, the king’s share of its wealth will rise and he too will become richer.

Possible part (a) questions:

Explain why the French financial system was so inefficient at the start of Louis XIV’s personal reign.

A medieval system that no longer produced enough wealth when costs were rising – It was impossible to predict the king’s income and, so difficult to control his expenses.

The problems: assessment \



Collection    | see notes from essay.



Corruption  /

But, the real issue was that the monarchy had to find new ways of accessing more of the wealth of France, especially if it was going to be able to fund major expenses, like wars. 

Explain why Louis XIV introduced new forms of taxation   in the later years of his reign.

· His wars had prevented financial reform and even Colbert had been forced to rely on traditional expedients like borrowing and the sale of offices.

· Louis’ later wars were long as both sides were evenly matched so it was difficult to either surrender.

· The financial burden on the peasants created even more difficulties for them. They survived in a subsistence economy and the severe winters at the end of Louis’ reign caused famine and epidemics that lead to a drop in the population. Fewer people meant less income from taxation.

· Louis was increasingly criticised for his neglect of the peasants because as an absolute monarch, his duty was to protect his subjects.

· Evidence of Louis’ desperate measures to fund his wars is shown in the silver goods from Versailles that were melted down.

· The taxes he imposed on the second estate are also evidence of desperation. There was the belief that the privileges of the first two estates must be upheld; otherwise, they might want a share of the king’s political power and as this had come from God, he could not share it.

· The 2 new taxes – the Capitation and the Dixième – were only imposed on the 2nd estate. Why? By the end of his reign, Louis had secured control over the great nobles by reducing them to puppets whose life revolved around the elaborate court rituals that he had set up at Versailles, so their ability to challenge him had been greatly reduced. He did not impose these taxes on the 1st estate as the Church had an independent source of income and strong international links. At this time, Louis was looking to the Pope for support against the Jansenists.

Explain why there was opposition to Colbert’s financial reforms.

· Colbert’s aim was to improve the king’s finances by stimulating the economy through industry and trade.

· Louis was a traditional king whose interests were in his court and defence – not in the economy. This attitude was shared by his nobles.

· Rich members of the 3rd estate wanted to use their wealth to buy titles or offices – not to reinvest in business, therefore Colbert had to rely on state funding and that was never enough – see 1670, out of a budget of 70m livres, only 500,000 went 0n economic development, while by 1694, 75% of the total budget went on war.

· State funding meant close supervision by the government and this was resented by private investors who tried to avoid them.

· Colbert was looking at the national picture, while private investors were more concerned with local issues – e.g., there was resented at the cost of building better communications, while private landowners were not prepared to give up their income from internal customs dues.

· It was hard to attract investment because there were no quick visible profits.

· France’s trade rivals – the Dutch & the English – were already cornering the international markets. They had considerable advantages over France:

· Superior navies

· Cheaper, better goods

· Advanced credit systems

· The Protestant work ethic.

Explain why there was a need to reform trade and industry.

· France already had an industrial base – e.g., the silk industry in Lyons.

· France was a large country with a big population and by 1661 was the single most powerful country in W. Europe.

· According to mercantilism France should be able to secure a large share of the available wealth – mercantilism = only so much wealth in the world, so to become richer, countries had to seize a greater share of this wealth.

· To gain more wealth, France would have to increase her industrial production in order to export more goods and take wealth away from other countries.

· France would also have to become as self-sufficient as possible to reduce her need to import goods as this meant losing her wealth to other countries.

· The English and the Dutch were already successful trading nations and France had to catch up.

· Colbert believed that if France became richer, so would the king. N.B., This would require the king to find new ways of accessing this increased wealth and opposition to financial reform of the monarchy would come from the elites who were determined to hold on to their privileges.
Possible part (b) questions:

How successful was Colbert in strengthening finance and the economy up to 1683?

Finance:

	Successes
	Failures

	1661 – there was a defecit of 22m livres

1667 – there was a surplus of 29m livres

How did Colbert achieve this? – NOT by innovations but by better management of the king’s finances:

He reduced the interest rates on government loans;

He tried to reduce corruption;

He pressurised the tax farmers for better returns;

He tried to use the Intendents to improve the assessment & collection of the Taille;

He tried to make the rate of the Taille affordable for the peasants and he did reduce it by 20%. He tried to rely more on indirect taxation.
	Colbert never questioned the privileges of the first two estates and their exemption from taxation.

Indirect taxes were also a burden on the peasants – e.g., the gabelle (Salt tax) rose, while the taxes on luxury goods were kept low.

Colbert advised Louis to use diplomacy against the Dutch but once Louis chose war, it was Colbert’s job to fund it and this forced him to abandon reform and fall back on expedients.




The economy:

	Successes
	Failures

	Develop industry:

State investment + control: This provided financial support; privileges, like 

exemption from the taille for the workers; foreign skilled workers; minimum standards. There were times when state control was important – e.g., during the Dutch War, private owners could not produce enough, so the iron & cannon industries were successfully brought under state control.

Communications were improved – better roads + canals – e.g., the Canal des deux mers, linking Bordeaux to the Mediterranean. 

A postal system was developed.

Some internal customs were removed – mostly on royal estates.


	Manufacturers still wanted a quick profit and tried to avoid the new regulations.

Rich members of the 3rd estate remained reluctant to invest in business.

The quality of goods from England and the United Provinces were often superior.

Local resentment at the cost of construction projects.

No universal system of weights and measures.

Colbert focused on industry and neglected agriculture.




	Develop trade:

Colbert developed the navy:

Planted forests, developed dockyards and arsenals at Toulon & Brest, learned shipbuilding techniques from skilled foreign workers.

He founded overseas trading companies:

1664 – the East India co. and the West India co. the west Indies became a valuable source of sugar and by 1680s more than 200 ships were operating between there and France.

1669 – the Northern Co,

1670 – The Levant Co; between 1664 and 1709 the numbers of merchants trading 

overseas doubled.


	This created employment, demand for iron stimulated the industry, France’s navy became useful in warfare.

By 1677, the French navy was the largest in the Mediterranean.

Many of the companies set up by Colbert did not last beyond his death.

As with industry, state funding was never enough and there was a lack of interest in colonies.

French trade could only expand at the expense of the Dutch and this caused 

tariff wars between 1664 and 1667, doubling the duty on textiles.

It was the War against the Dutch that ended Colbert’s attempts at reform.




How successful were the reforms to the French financial system between 1661 and 1715?

For the period up to Colbert’s death – 1683 – use the information above. The question is about finance but you need to show the connection with the economy – France becomes richer, so does the king. This would only happen if the king was able to access more of this wealth. Without reforms to the way by which the monarchy was funded, the king would continue to have financial problems. The Bourbon monarchs failed to persuade the elites to allow such reforms because they were afraid of losing their privileges. The Bourbon monarchy was government by consent and it never got the consent of the elites to the essential financial reforms.

Show how Colbert’s reforms had stalled because of the costs of Louis’ wars.

Beyond 1688 and 1715 the focus of the economy was to fund the longer and more expensive wars, so reform was unlikely. Louis XIV had no interest in the economy and the failure to reform the financial system was one of the biggest weaknesses of his reign. In 1789 it was the bankruptcy of the crown that finally destroyed the Bourbon monarchy in the Revolution.

Glossary

Terms that you need to be familiar with:
	Term
	Meaning

	Absolute monarchy


	God gave all this political power to the king to use for the good of his subjects.

	Chambre de justice


	A royal court set up to try cases of corruption.

	Devolution


	A law in the Spanish Netherlands stated that for inheritance, the children of the first marriage came before those of the second.



	Divine Right


	The theory that the king had been chosen by God to rule over his subjects.

	Dragonnades
	Royal soldiers billeted in Huguenot households to enforce reconversion.



	Equivalence


	In foreign policy, if one of the major states (France, the Holy Roman Empire) gained in power or influence, then the other should receive something that was equivalent to maintain the balance of power.



	The Frondes


	A major rebellion during Louis XIV’s minority when the elites challenged the regency government of his mother and Mazarin.



	Gallicanism


	The tradition of independence within the French Roman Catholic Church that promoted the power of the king over that of the Pope.



	Habsburg encirclement


	With Habsburgs sharing all of France’s land borders, there was the danger that they might plan a joint invasion of France from the north, east, south east and south west.



	The Huguenots


	The French Protestants

	The Intendents


	Royal agents based in the provinces to maintain the government’s rule.



	Jansenism


	A belief within the Roman Catholic Church that shared the Calvinist belief in pre-destination.




	Noblesse d’épee


	‘Nobles of the sword’ – the great nobles, some of whom were princes of the blood and all of whom had great inherited wealth and influence. This was a group that had a history of challenging the king.



	Noblesse de robe


	The lesser nobles who had bought their offices and titles. The king depended on them for running his government as they had the legal/financial background to advice him and they were loyal as they owed everything to him.



	Pays d’élection

________________

Pays d’état


	Provinces that had lost their privileges and were controlled by the government which set the taille in their area.

___________________________________________________

Provinces that had retained their privileges and agreed a payment with the king in place of the taille – usually a lot less.



	Réunions


	Louis’ policy of examining treaties from 1648 to ‘prove’ that pieces of land that were not covered should go to France. His aim was to build Vauban’s ‘linear’ strategy of fortresses stretching from the North Sea to the Mediterranean to prevent invasion from the east.



	Personal reign


	1661-1715 when Louis XIV ruled France alone without a chief minister.



	Ultramontaneism


	The belief within the Church that the rule of the Pope was dominant and even the king’s foreign policy should always be dictated by religion – choose fellow Catholics as allies.



	The Don Gratuit


	Each year the clergy agreed to pay this sum to the king in place of the taille – it was always less than the taille would have been.
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