Section A: From Tsardom to Communism: Russia, 1914-24:

The nature of Russian society in 1914
· Russia was a huge empire that spread over Europe and Asia and was made up of many different ethnic groups, with their own histories, languages and customs.

· The vast majority of people were peasants and were very poor.

· There was no industrialisation until 1890s and life for workers in the cities was even worse than in the countryside.

· The peasants were very religious and very loyal to the tsar.

· The tsar was an autocrat who had complete political power which he shared with no one.

Opposition groups

· Some people wanted change.

· The Kadets were liberals who wanted a constitutional monarchy like the British one in which the tsar would share his power with some kind of parliament (Duma). They were supported by wealthy, educated people.

· The Social revolutionaries (SRs) wanted to seize power by revolution. They were the favourites of the peasants because they offered them land.
· The Social Democrats were communists who supported revolution and had the backing of town workers. They had split between the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks in 1903. The Bolsheviks led by Lenin wanted to seize power as soon as possible and then develop society so that the people could take control and share the wealth equally amongst them.

The impact of World War I

· The war was expected to be short.

· Russian industry was incapable of producing enough armaments for the soldiers.

· Communications were poor so it was difficult to get supplies to the front.

· The land was incapable of producing more food to send to the soldiers and feeding the town workers.

· Russia won some initial victories against Austria-Hungary but could not do so against Germany.

· By 1915 the German army had invaded Russia

· The tsar decided to join his army at the front – a bad mistake because he was then blamed for Russian defeats and he left the tsarina in control in Petrograd. She was very unpopular and politically inept.

· 1916 Russia’s offensive against Austria-Hungary failed – the army was demoralised and soldiers were deserting.

The effects of the war in the cities

· Food shortages.

· Inflation with soaring prices for scarce goods.

· Good farming land was occupied by the Germans.

· The peasants were sent from the land to fight, leaving the old, women and children to work the land, so production fell.

· Transport was poorly organised so food rotted before it could be delivered.

· Railway workers were called up to fight so essential repairs could not be carried out.

Why was the tsar becoming more unpopular?
· Defeats and hardship made people less patriotic.

· The tsar had made the mistake of going to the front.

· Rasputin’s influence on the tsarina increased her unpopularity.

Why did the tsar abdicate?
· The winter of 1916-17 was exceptionally severe.

· Bread queues in the cities.

· Strikes in the factories and big outdoor demonstrations.

· Soldiers refused to obey orders to break up the demonstrations.

· The tsarina assured the tsar that there was no real problem.

· The tsar’s ministers wanted to stay in the war. They hoped that when their Allies won, they could attend the peace conference and gain access to the Mediterranean through the Black Sea. This would improve trade and their wealth.

· These ministers wanted the tsar to become a constitutional monarch and share his power with them. They could then stop him from making a separate peace with his cousin, the Kaiser.

· The tsar refused and abdicated for himself and his son.

· His brother refused to become the new tsar.

· This left the plotters with a problem. A constitutional monarchy must have a monarch. Russia was left without a government so a Provisional Government was set up.
· Its job was to set up a constituent assembly to find a new system of government. It also had to stay in the war – despite Russia’s inability to keep fighting.

Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power in October 1917?

· April 1917 Lenin returned to Petrograd, helped by the Germans who hoped that he would cause difficulties inside Russia and if he gained power, he would make a separate peace because he believed that Russian workers should not be fighting German workers.

· In his April Theses, he called for the overthrow of the Provisional Government and used the slogan ‘’Peace, land and bread’’ to win support.

· The July Days – demonstrations against the Provisional Government seemed to involve the Bolsheviks. This was a setback, forcing Lenin to go back in to exile in Finland.

· The Kornilov Affair gave the Bolsheviks another opportunity. Their Red Guard, organised by Trotsky, helped to suppress Kornilov and save the Provisional Government.

· October – the return of Lenin who persuaded the Central Committee of the Bolsheviks to prepare for a seizure of power.

· The Provisional Government found itself isolated and Kerensky gave in, allowing the Bolsheviks to seize control in Petrograd.

· Soon other cities accepted the Bolsheviks.
How successful was Lenin in creating a new society in Russia?
· Lenin won support by introducing new laws: an 8 hour working day in factories; local soviets to take control of factories from private owners; non-Russian nationalities to get the right to self-government; a separate peace with Germany.
· Lenin set up a one party system: Leaders of other political parties were arrested; a new secret police – the Cheka – was set up; the Red Guard became the Red Army; a law banned all titles; the wealthy lost their money and were made to share their houses with workers.
· January 1918 – Lenin had to allow the elections for the Constituent Assembly to go ahead. When the SRs won the biggest number of votes (NOT the Bolsheviks), Lenin simply closed it down. He was NOT a democrat and he was determined to set up a communist society, no matter what the wishes of Russian people were.

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

· March 1918 the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk ended the war between Russia and Germany.

· The terms were very harsh: Russia lost population; farmland; mineral resources; the Ukraine and it had to pay heavy reparations to Germany.

· These terms were unpopular. 
· Lenin persuaded the Bolsheviks to accept them by arguing that a communist revolution would occur in Germany and then better terms could be negotiated.

· These terms were harsher than those imposed on Germany by the Allies in the Treaty of Versailles in November 1918 when the war finally ended.

The causes of the Civil War

· Only a small minority of people in Russia supported the Bolsheviks.

· If the Bolsheviks enemies could organise themselves, they could mount a challenge but hatred of the Bolsheviks was the ONLY thing they had in common.

· The Bolsheviks were opposed by the SRs, the Kadets, the landowners, the Church, foreign countries that were afraid of the spread of communism, Russia’s wartime Allies who were upset at the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk because it had freed Germany from fighting a war on 2 fronts, tsarist supporters. These groups became the Whites (The Reds were the Bolsheviks and their supporters).
· The Czech Legion seized the Trans Siberian railway and moved to Moscow to fight the Bolsheviks.

Why did the Bolsheviks win the Civil War?

· Actions taken by the Reds: their propaganda made the Whites out to be the cruel agents of foreign countries, while they were protecting Russia from such enemies.

· Trotsky was a very efficient organiser.

· The Whites lacked leadership and common aims.

· Both sides committed terrible atrocities.

· The Reds killed the tsar and his family because they thought that the Whites were getting too close. They could not allow the Whites to seize the tsar because he would then become a figurehead who would attract a great deal more support for the Whites. 

· The Reds controlled the industrial centres and the railway network so they could produce materials and move them to any area under threat.

· The Reds held on to Moscow and Petrograd – psychologically important.

· Lenin’s policy of War Communism helped to keep the Reds supplied with essential foodstuffs.

War Communism
· To keep the Red army supplied, Lenin decided that the government must control the economy.

· All firms employing more than 10 workers were nationalised (taken over by the government).

· In the countryside, the peasants had to hand over their surplus produce.

· This was resented and the peasants hid surpluses and produced less.

· This caused 2 bad harvests and famine that caused the deaths of c5 million people.

· There were strikes in Petrograd.

· The sailors at the Kronstatd naval base mutinied – they had traditionally backed the Bolsheviks.
· Trotsky suppressed the mutiny, causing thousands of deaths + the imprisonment and execution of many sailors.

NEP – the New Economic Policy

· Lenin realised that something had to be done.

· As a pragmatist, he was prepared to backtrack on his communist beliefs of common ownership.

· As a temporary measure, he introduced NEP – March 1921 – allowing the peasants to keep some of their surpluses and sell them for profit.

· This worked – production increased and the famine ended.
