topic 4

DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE
PAST PAPER QUESTIONS:

2008

Topic 4 – Death and the Afterlife 

Christianity 

(a) Describe Christian beliefs about the distinction between the ‘body’ and the ‘soul’. [8] 
(b) Explain why Christians might believe that they should behave morally. [7] 
(c) ‘People believe in life after death because they are afraid of dying.’ Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 
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Topic 4 – Death and the Afterlife 
 Christianity 

(a) Describe Christian beliefs about what happens to good people after death. [8] 

(b) Explain how a Christian funeral service might comfort someone whose relative has 

died. [7] 

(c) ‘A forgiving God would not send people to hell.’ 

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have 

thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 
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Topic 4 - Death and the Afterlife 

Christianity 

(a) Describe Christian beliefs about heaven and hell. [8] 

(b) Explain how these beliefs might affect the way a person lives. [7] 

(c) ‘It cannot be true that there is life after death, because there is no evidence for it.’ 

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 

KEY TERMS
Body – the physical aspect of a human being
Soul – the non-physical spiritual/emotional/moral aspect of a human being
Immortal – undying (BEWARE: many people believe that the soul is immortal.  This does not mean that they think that they will live forever.  It means that they believe that their soul will live forever)!
Heaven – the Kingdom of God.  A place where believers share eternity with God after death of the body.
Hell – a place of torment (in traditional Christian belief), a Godless place (in modern Christian tradition) where the souls of the dead spend eternity without God.
Purgatory – a place  where Catholics believe souls go to be purified if they are not yet ready for heaven.
Resurrection – the raising of the spiritual and physical person back to life after death
Reincarnation – the belief that the soul, upon death of the body, comes back to earth in another body or form. (often found in Hindu and Buddhist tradition).
Near Death Experience  (NDE) – a sensation or vision, as of the afterlife, reported by a person who has come close to death.
Regression under hypnosis – the recollection of memories from a past life through hypnosis.

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT AFTER LIFE:

   Belief in an afterlife is an important part of Christian belief. In fact, if a person believes that God exists it is natural to then assume the existence of an afterlife. Most people in religions believe that a person has both a body and a soul and that when the body dies the soul will live on in an afterlife. The soul is also believed to be immortal, which means it will never die. In Christianity the Bible teaches that there are two places where the soul is sent after being judged by God. These are Heaven and Hell.
HEAVEN IS:

HELL IS:

CATHOLICS BELIEVE IN PURGATORY.  PURGATORY IS:

EVIDENCE FOR LIFE AFTER DEATHIN CHRISTIANITY:

When Jesus was talking with Martha about the death of Lazarus, her brother, He declared "I am the Resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die." Right here, Jesus started presenting the astonishing claim that there is life after death. Jesus then went the next step and brought Lazarus back to life after four days in a tomb. At that point, Jesus put everyone on notice that He would later overcome the grave Himself! 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

THE BIBLE:
Is there mathematical proof for life after death? No. But if you believe the life-changing evidence for God, Jesus and the Bible, then heaven is as much a concrete reality for you as the Lord in whom you’ve invested your absolute trust. It’s not fantasy – it’s the absolute life-changing hope that strengthens us and gives us peace.

"I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:12) 
RESURRECTION:

CHRIST’S WORDS:

NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCE:
OTHER BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AFTER DEATH:

OTHER EVIDENCE FOR LIFE AFTER DEATH:
EVIDENCE AGAINST LIFE AFTER DEATH:
For skeptics, the whole idea of heaven is just the product of fertile imaginations. For many others, the Biblical idea of heaven is too fanciful or fantastic.
NOTES:

THE FUNERAL SERVICE:

THE PURPOSE OF THE FUNERAL SERVICE IS:

MAIN THEMES:

ARRIVAL OF THE COFFIN:

READINGS:

THE TRIBUTE:

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS:

THE COMMENDATION:

THE COMMITAL:

Tip: It is important to learn and use religious terms often as doing so can gain you marks in your GCSE exam. Using them regularly in you work is one of the best ways to learn them.








