
Topic 4 


Good and Evil
THE PROBLEM OF EVIL:


OMNIPOTENT



OMNISCIENT





   OMNIBENEVOLENT

CHIRISTIANS WANT TO ACCEPT THAT GOD IS OMNIPOENT, OMNISCIENT AND OMNIBENEVOLENT.  

If God is OMNISCIENT, he must know that evil occurs

If God is OMNIBENEVOLENT, He must wish to abolish evil 

If He is OMNIPOTENT, He must be able to abolish evil 

But evil exists 

KEY TERMS:

NATURAL EVIL:  bad events or occurrences that are beyond the control of man e.g. volcanoes, earthquakes, famine, tsunamis, flooding, death, lions killing to eat, wasps stinging etc.
MORAL EVIL:  bad events or acts that are brought about by human choices, e.g. murder, rape, war, exploitation, theft, abuse, blackmail, global warming, battery farming etc.

SIN:  to disobey God

OMNIPOTENT: all powerful

OMNISCIENT: all knowing

OMNIBENEVOLENT: all loving

THEODICY:  a theory that explains why an omnipotent, omniscient and omnibelevolent allows evil in the world.

SATAN -  a fallen angel that is responsible flor evil and temptation.
POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS OF EVIL:

	Arguments
	For
	Against

	Atheism. The argument goes that an almighty and loving God does not square with evil, therefore God does not exist. 


	
	

	Dualism. This position proposes that evil cannot be blamed on God, since it originates from a second almighty principle, an anti-god. The universe is locked in a struggle between good and evil Some would use the word Devil to characterise this source of evil.


	
	

	Original Sin. This suggests that evil is not God’s fault, but that of human beings, who rebelled against God. Evil, therefore, comes about because of this abuse of human freedom. This was a point which Augustine developed.


	
	

	Evil as a Punishment. Some people think that God sends evil as a punishment: “What have I done to deserve this?” some might say.


	
	

	Evil is a Test. Others argue that evil tests us so that we grow. Humans were not created perfect, but are given life in order to grow. Mistakes will be made, but nothing of real value is ever achieved without risk and cost.
	
	


THE BIBLE:

Genesis 3

The Fall of Man 

 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " 

 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 

 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 

 11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" 

 12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 

 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 
      The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
       "Cursed are you above all the livestock 
       and all the wild animals! 
       You will crawl on your belly 
       and you will eat dust 
       all the days of your life. 

 15 And I will put enmity 
       between you and the woman, 
       and between your offspring [a] and hers; 
       he will crush [b] your head, 
       and you will strike his heel." 

 16 To the woman he said, 
       "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; 
       with pain you will give birth to children. 
       Your desire will be for your husband, 
       and he will rule over you." 

 17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' 
       "Cursed is the ground because of you; 
       through painful toil you will eat of it 
       all the days of your life. 

 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
       and you will eat the plants of the field. 

 19 By the sweat of your brow 
       you will eat your food 
       until you return to the ground, 
       since from it you were taken; 
       for dust you are 
       and to dust you will return." 

 20 Adam [c] named his wife Eve, [d] because she would become the mother of all the living. 

 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side [e] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST:

In Luke and Matthew's accounts, the devil tempts Jesus to certain things like:

1) Make bread out of stone(s) to relieve his own hunger

2) Free himself from a pinnacle by jumping and relying on angels to break his fall. The narrative of both Luke and Matthew has the devil quote Psalm 91:11-12 to show that God had promised this assistance, although the devil omits the part of that passage which makes clear that it is only accidents that are being referred to, not deliberate jumps.
3) Worship the devil in return for all the kingdoms of the world. Luke has the devil explicitly claim this authority had previously been handed to himself, the devil.
CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT EVIL AND SUFFERING:

AUGUSTINE’S THEODICY – SOUL DECIDING:

· The world was created perfect.

· Man disobeyed God in the Fall (see Genesis 3).

· All evil is therefore sin or punishment for sin.

· God is just in punishing humans for sinning.

· Man is totally responsible for evil and suffering.

· God sent Jesus so that those who chose to follow him could be saved.  This shows that God is merciful.

IRENAEUS’ THEODICY – SOUL MAKING:

· Human beings are created in the image of God with the ability to grow (mature) into His likeness.

· The world is not created perfect.

· Evil and suffering helps humans to mature and to choose to grow closer to God.

· Through choosing the right path (i.e. not sinning) human beings mature into the likeness of God.

· Humans must be free in order to give these choices value.
COPING WITH EVIL AND SUFFERING:

Suffering has five main themes, 
1) It is designed or allowed to occur so we can draw closer to Christ. Our pain allows us to identify with our Lord, who suffered for our sin in our place 
2) It can be used for a greater good that we may not see at times.
3) It is a vehicle for God to work in us and in others, even when we do not realize it. 
4) Suffering can be used for learning and growing purposes that a “normal” life does not produce. Our Lord comforts us with the assurance that when we go through tough stuff, even testing and trials, we will be better for it! Our setbacks and sufferings will produce greater character and maturity; we will gain patience, and our faith will grow and be strengthened.
5) Suffering can be used to point others and us to the character of Christ. 
HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT IS GOOD?

1) Conscience – the voice of God inside each person.

2) The Bible – gives us moral codes and teachings

3) Jesus

4) The 10 commandments

5) The Church and other religious authorities
PRACTICE QUESTION:

Christianity 
(a) What is meant by evil? [1] 
(b) Give two examples of human suffering. [2] 
(c) What is the difference between natural and moral evil? [3] 
(d) How might Christians explain the problem of evil in the world? [6] 
(e) ‘It is God who makes people suffer.’ 

Discuss this statement. You should include different, supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [12] 
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