topic 7

RELIGION AND MEDICAL ETHICS
PAST PAPER QUESTION

Topic 7 – Religion and Medical Ethics

2007 

(a) Describe Christian teachings about euthanasia. [8] 

(b) Explain how Christians might respond to someone who wants to die. [7] 

(c) ‘People should have the right to choose when they die.’ 

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your opinion and show that you have thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 

2006 (May)

(a) Describe Christian teachings about euthanasia. [8] 

(b) Explain why Christians might have different views about euthanasia. [7] 

(c) ‘People in great pain should be allowed to die if they want to.’ 

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 

2006 (June)

a) Describe Christian teachings about euthanasia. [8] 

(b) Explain why Christians might have different views about euthanasia. [7] 

(c) ‘People in great pain should be allowed to die if they want to.’ 

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your answer and show that you have thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer. [5] 

MEDICAL ETHICS

KEY TERMS:

SANCTITY OF LIFE:

QUALITY OF LIFE:

RIGHT TO LIFE:

RELATIVIST:

ABSOLUTIST:

THE DOCTRINE OF DOUBLE EFFECT:


            ABORTION

Abortion is the artificial ending of the life of a foetus in the womb. 
It is usually carried out for one of the following reasons:

· To preserve the life or health of the mother. 

· To prevent a pregnancy brought about by rape. 

· To prevent a child being born mentally or physically disabled. 

· To prevent a birth because, for example, the mother is very young. 

Notes on Christian viewpoint on abortion
No actual bible teaching mentions the word abortion. 

Not all Christians have the same viewpoints on Abortion
Roman Catholics believe:
· Life begins at conception - the fetus is a human being with human rights. They used to teach that the fetus gained its soul when the mother first feels fetus move

· All bible teaching on human life also applies to the fetus - especially the commandment (6th) ‘Do not kill’.

· If a mother cannot support her baby then it should be adopted.

· Life is sacred because it is given by God - ‘created in the image of God’ (creation story). 

Papal Encyclical 1988 Humanae Vitae

‘The direct interruption of the generative process already begun, and above all, directly willed and procured abortion, even if for the therapeutic reasons, are to be absolutely excluded as lawful means of regulating birth’ i.e. – abortion is wrong = sin

Anglicans believe: 
Abortion is wrong BUT justifiable if

· there was a chance of greater harm to the mother, 

· Or if she had been raped. 

· There is a great risk that the child will suffer severe handicap

Church of England Report 1984

‘The Anglican view on abortion is that although the foetus is to be specially respected and protected, nonetheless the life of the foetus is not absolutely sacrosanct if it endangers the life of its mother’

Liberal Christians believe:

Christians For Free Choice (organisation): Believe:

· Should be left to the woman’s conscience, which will be guided by God.
· The decision to continue a pregnancy should not be forced on the woman. 

· Abortion can often be the most loving option

All Christians should be compassionate and loving towards their fellow human beings, though this does not mean giving the ‘easy option’. Abortion is an emotional issue and cannot be seen to be an easy decision. Christians believe that those who face such decisions need loving and careful support.
ABORTION

A DEFINITION:

KEY TERMS:

PRO-LIFE:

PRO-CHOICE:

FOETUS:

CONCEPTION:

SANCTITY OF LIFE:

UK LAW ON ABORTION:

CATHOLIC APPROACH TO ABORTION:

ANGLICAN (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) APPROACH TO ABORTION:

LIBERAL APPROACH TO ABORTION:
BIBLE QUOTES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON ABORTION:

-

-

CASE STUDIES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON ABORTION:

-

-

Euthanasia


Key words to know

Euthanasia:

Doctrine of Double Effect:

Passive euthanasia:

Voluntary euthanasia:


Non-voluntary euthanasia:




SUICIDE
A DEFINITION:

KEY TERMS:

PRIVATE ACT:

PUBLIC ACT:

REPENTANCE:

REDEMPTION:

UK LAW ON SUICIDE:

CATHOLIC APPROACH TO SUICIDE:

ANGLICAN (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) APPROACH TO SUICIDE:

BIBLE QUOTES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON SUICIDE

-

-

HOW IS SUICIDE DIFFERENT TO EUTHANASIA?

EUTHANASIA
A DEFINITION:

KEY TERMS:

PASSIVE EUTHANASIA:

ACTIVE EUTHANASIA:

VOLUTARY EUTHANASIA:

INVOLUTARY EUTHANASIA:

ASSISTED SUICIDE:

EXTRA-ORDINARY MEDICAL CARE:

HOSPICE:

QUALITY OF LIFE:

SANCTITY OF LIFE:

SUFFERING:

WHY MIGHT SOMEONE WANT EUTHANASIA?

UK LAW ON EUTHANASIA:

A COUNTRY WHERE EUTHANASIA IS LEGAL:

CATHOLIC APPROACH TO EUTHANASIA:

ANGLICAN (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) APPROACH TO EUTHANASIA:

LIBERAL APPROACH TO EUTHANASIA:
BIBLE QUOTES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON EUTHANASIA:

-

-

CASE STUDIES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON EUTHANASIA:

-

-

IVF – In Vitro Fertilization

What the Churches say: 

Roman Catholic

In 1990, the Pope stated:

'Life is God's gift and we do not have the right to children.'

Catholics firmly believe that we cannot think that we have a right to have any treatment possible in order to get a child.

Catholics believe that any conception whether by natural or unnatural means should only take place within the loving sexual relationship of a husband and wife. They would only want fertility help to be given to married couples.

Catholics firmly believe that just because science makes something possible it doesn't mean that it is right.

Catholics believe that life begins at conception. When an egg and sperm meet, a life is created that is independent of the mother and father. Any techniques used to aid infertility must respect this fact.

For this reason, Catholics cannot allow for any fertility treatment where spare embryos are created and then destroyed or used for genetic engineering. Catholics believe, are not disposable commodities.

Catholics believe that Artificial Insemination and IVF are acceptable if there are no spare embryos created and no donor used. Pope Pius XII described a donor being used as 'mechanical adultery'. Donating sperm to create a child, yet having no responsibility for that child isolates the sacred act of creating life from the marriage union and this is a violation of the marriage union.

If no donor is used, no spare embryos created and the means of assisting the infertile couple to have children does not replace sexual intercourse within a marriage, then fertility treatment is acceptable.

Surrogacy is never acceptable to a Roman Catholic. 

Church of England

In 1984, the Anglican Church declared, like the Catholics, that surrogacy is never acceptable. However, the Anglican Church believes that using donations of sperm and eggs are an acceptable way to help a couple fulfil their desire to have a child. The Anglicans did want to add that the children conceived in this manner should have access to information concerning the donor.

The Church of England has a different stance to the Catholics on the status of the embryo. Lord Habgood, a former Anglican Archbishop of York , said concerning embryos:-

'At this earliest stage of their existence, embryos do not have the moral value of persons. They are to be treated with respect, but essentially they are no different from the product of early miscarriages.'

The Anglican Church therefore teaches that it is fine to create spare embryos which are later destroyed or not needed. They also believe that it is acceptable to carry out research on embryos for up to fourteen days.

IVF, AID and AIH are all acceptable methods of creating new life. 

Methodists

The Methodists believe it is right to research the causes of infertility and to look for cures. Like the Anglicans, they believe that creating spare embryos is not a problem. They, however, remain against the concept of using donor sperm or eggs. 

IVF

A DEFINITION AND EXPLANATION:

KEY TERMS:

MASTERBATION:

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION:

DONOR:

CONCEPTION:

SUROGACY:

EMBRYO:

IN WHAT SENSE DO SOME CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT IVF GOES AGAINST THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT ‘THOU SHALT NOT KILL’?

BIBLE QUOTES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON IVF

-

CATHOLIC APPROACH TO IVF

ANGLICAN (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) APPROACH TO IVF

METHODIST APPROACH TO IVF:
VIVISECTION

The term 'Animal Rights' was first used by Henry Salt. Since then many organisations have formed to protect the rights of animals.
The fundamental principle is that non-human animals deserve to live by their natures, free from harm, exploitation and abuse.
Factory Farming

Factory farms keep animals indoor for most of their lives, food is regulated and movement is restricted. The aim is to meet the large demand for cheep food.
	For
1. industry in the UK aids the economy
2. there is a demand which the farmers meet
3. if there was no demand it wouldn't be produce
	Against
1. organic food is better for health
2. higher risk of disease with intensive farming
3. cruel


Hunting
In some countries hunting is done only for food (Inuit of the Artic, there is little vegetation so they have to hunt to survive)

In some countries hunting happens for sport - fox hunting, hare coursing, stag hunting, grouse shooting, and fishing. They are country past times that have existed for centuries.
	For
1. Hunters enjoy the thrill of the chase
2. foxes are a pest to farmers (killing lambs, and poultry)
3. most foxes are killed on the roads, shooting, snaring and natural causes (only 10% killed through hunting)
4. hunting is a normal part of the cycle of life.
	Against
1. unnecessary
2. none of the products from the hunt are used
3. it is a misuse of human power
4. hunting is cruel due to the torment the animal goes through


Experimentation
Experiments take place mainly for medical research for both human and animal benefit and cosmetics testing. 'Vivisection' is where live animals are cut up and tested on.
	For
1. Many vaccines have been discovered through animal experiments (diphtheria, whooping cough, rubella, polio and distemper in cats)
2. better understanding of human and animals can be discovered through testing
3. testing on animals is seen as better than tested drugs etc. on thousands of humans.
	Against
1. experiments on animals for cosmetics are no longer needed
2. testing on animals does not help as the results on animals are not necessarily the same as on humans
3. alternatives to testing on animals: artificial cells and tissues can be used.


Religious Responses
Christian Teachings
The Bible does not say anything specifically about vivisection, but in the story of the Creation God says to mankind, "Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals" (Genesis 1:28).

This has been interpreted by many Christians as meaning that mankind has been given the authority to use animals for whatever needs they can legitimately justify. 

Some Christians hold the opinion that the beneficial knowledge that can be achieved for humans and animals through medical experimentation makes such animal testing justifiable. 
However, it is probably true to say that most Christians accept that the bible places a greater value on human life than on animal life. They would also recognise that the techniques needed for organ transplants and the cures for many killer diseases such as diphtheria and smallpox have come as a result of experiments that involved animals. 

Therefore, Christianity seeks to promote a sense of balance; it is acceptable to use animals for scientific research, but the animals should not suffer or die needlessly because they are part of God's creation and are owed respect and appropriate care.

Church of England
Christians may hold a variety of views on vivisection, which is the dissection or other painful treatment of living animals for the purposes of scientific research. However, all Christians believe that animals have been created by God (Genesis 1:20-25) and that, therefore, "Human beings have both an affinity with and an obligation to animals" (Church of England Report: Our Responsibility for the Living Environment).

The Church of England commission said with regard to hunting on Church land "As far as the Commissioners are concerned, it is for tenants to decide whether or not to allow local hunts to cross their land."
Roman Catholic Church
For example, the official teaching of the Roman Catholic Church tolerates the use of animals in medical and scientific experimentation if it "remains within reasonable limits" and contributes to "caring for or saving human lives" (The Catechism of the Roman Catholic Church).
VIVISECTION

A DEFINITION:

KEY TERMS:

DOMINION:  to have authority over.  To have dominance and superiority.  (eg: humans have authority over animals)

STEWARD:  a guardian or carer.  (eg: humans are the stewards of God’s creation and must care for it).

ARGUMENTS FOR VIVISECTION:

ARGUMENTS AGAINST VIVISECTION:

BIBLE QUOTES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS ON VIVISECTION

-

-

CATHOLIC APPROACH TO VIVISECTION

ANGLICAN (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) APPROACH TO IVF

OTHER APPROACHES TO VIVISECTION

Abortion has been legal in Britain since 1967. The law allows a pregnancy to be terminated up until the 24th week if two doctors agree that there is a risk to the mother's physical or mental health, and without time limit if the danger to the mother's life is high or the child is likely to be born with a disability.








For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.�Psalm 139:13





Be aware of debate between ‘sanctity of life’ and ‘quality of life’











Why is euthanasia still illegal in this country?


Are there other options?





You realise, don't you, that you are the temple of God, and God himself is present in you? You are sacred. 


1 Corinthians 3:16-17





What does Christianity teach?


Why Do Christians Oppose Euthanasia?


Christians believe all human life is made by God, in the image of God (Genesis1:27). God created every person, whether sick, healthy, disabled or able-bodied. Christians believe practising euthanasia does not show respect to God. 


Christians believe euthanasia goes against the commandment 'Do not murder'). 


' It is only God's right to give and take life. If we take on this role, Christians believe we are trying to 'play God.' 


Christians believe that God has a plan for our life, even when we are suffering. Even if we think our life has finished, Christians believe God can use our life. 


Jesus suffered on the cross for humans. Christians believe that God doesn't promise us a life free from suffering. They don't believe the individual should try to escape pain. Christians also believe we have a responsibility to care for the dying. 


Although Christians believe in life after death, Christians do not believe people have the right to end a person's life in this way


How can Christians support Euthanasia?


A minority of Christians are in favour of euthanasia. They say that there is nothing in the Bible which states that a person must be kept alive at all costs. Jesus summarized the commandments of the Bible with the two Great Commandments as 'Love God' and 'Love your neighbour as yourself'. These Christians say that sometimes it is the most loving thing to do to allow a terminally ill patient to have euthanasia. 
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Why Do Christians Oppose Euthanasia?


Christians believe all human life is made by God, in the image of God (Genesis1:27). God created every person, whether sick, healthy, disabled or able-bodied. Christians believe practising euthanasia does not show respect to God. 
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How can Christians support Euthanasia?


A minority of Christians are in favour of euthanasia. They say that there is nothing in the Bible which states that a person must be kept alive at all costs. Jesus summarized the commandments of the Bible with the two Great Commandments as 'Love God' and 'Love your neighbour as yourself'. These Christians say that sometimes it is the most loving thing to do to allow a terminally ill patient to have euthanasia. 








The Hospice


A hospice is a home dedicated to the care of terminally ill patients. Many of them have a Christian basis and many Christians believe they are an alternative to euthanasia.


The Aim of Hospices


The purpose of hospices is to care for and support patients and their family and friends.





There are 3 main aims of hospice care:


1.To relieve pain. 


2.To help patients, friends and relatives face up to death. 


3.To care for the emotional needs of friends and family. 


The hospice movement believes that the patient is still living and should be encouraged to have a life while they are dying. 


Many who do not support euthanasia believe that hospices allow people to die with dignity. 





Dame Cecily Saunders, who set up St. Christopher's Hospice in 1967 said:


'Anything which says to the ill that they are a burden to their family and that they are better off dead is unacceptable. What sort of society could let its old folk die because they are in the way?'











In the United Kingdom, euthanasia is illegal. Although committing suicide is legal, assisting someone else to commit suicide is a crime. 














